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The Municipality of Whitestone is characterized by large tracts of undeveloped natural lands, 
interspersed with freshwater lakes, rivers and wetlands.  The population is scattered throughout the 
Municipality with concentrations of permanent and seasonal residents along the considerable shorelines.  
Dominating the area’s trails system is over 170km of snowmobile trails maintained by the Cramadog 
Snowmobile Club.  This popular snowmobile trail system is prescribed by the Ontario Federation of 
Snowmobile Clubs (OFSC), subject to provincial regulation and available for use by OFSC members. 
 
In 2008, the Municipality of Whitestone opened their municipal roadways to all-terrain vehicles (ATV) 
by way of a municipal by-law.  At present, there are no managed ATV or off-road vehicle trails in the 
Municipality.  The same is true for public recreational trails that cater to non-motorized trail users within 
the Municipality.  A network of informal trails exists on public lands, created over the years by the 
forest industry, by recreationalists and by hunters and anglers.  Under Ontario’s Public Lands Act, these 
trails are available for use by all Ontarians where they exist on Crown property, however, the 
Municipality cannot manage, maintain or promote them to the community without the authorization of 
the Ministry of Natural Resources.   
 
Recognizing the widely accepted benefits of recreational trails, the Municipality of Whitestone’s 
Community Development Committee engaged Discovery Routes Trails Organization to develop a trails 
plan and assist in the fundraising of two recreational trails on Crown property within the Municipality. 
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The overall objective of the Trails Management Plan is to preserve the integrity of the trails and provide 
guidance with respect to trail maintenance, governance and development.  The Management Plan 
provides for and encourages safe and responsible use of the trails while maintaining, protecting and 
improving the natural environment within the Municipality and the region.   
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The Municipality’s Community Development Committee will be responsible for upholding the 
guidelines identified in the Management Plan.  The committee will review the Management Plan and 
make recommendations on its approval by Council.   
 
Trail inspections and regular trail maintenance will be managed by the Committee.  It is expected that all 
minor maintenance and regular trail inspections will be performed by volunteers.  Volunteer 
recruitment, screening and training will be coordinated through the Municipality subject to Municipal 
regulations for volunteers.  If the need arises for major trail maintenance, a tender will be issued subject 
to the Municipality’s process.   
 



An annual budget will be prepared by the Committee and recommended to Council for approval. It is the 
responsibility of the Municipality to secure funding for capital replacement dollars for trail maintenance 
projects.   
 
The Committee will be responsible for the review of the Management Plan every five years to remain 
current with trail issues.  Plan amendments will be recommended to Council for approval.   
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The Municipality’s Community Development Committee has identified two potential areas where trail 
development would provide an experience that is characteristic of the area.  The selection of the two 
proposed locations was based on personal knowledge of the area, proximity to populated areas within 
the Municipality and natural landscape features that would be of interest to trail users.  The proposed 
trails are located on Crown property managed by the Ministry of Natural Resources and within a 
municipal road allowance, managed by the Municipality.  The use of public lands is preferred in order to 
avoid issues that could arise when private lands change ownership.  As stated in the introduction, 
informal trails exist within the Municipality on both public and private lands, created over the years by 
the forest industry, hunters and recreationalists.  These trails have been incorporated into the proposed 
trail system wherever possible.  It should also be noted that the extensive snowmobile trail system 
crosses lakes, rivers and wetlands that are not available for use in a four-season trail system. 
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The proposed Whitestone Lake Recreational Trail will be approximately 7.5 kilometers in length in the 
former Hagerman Township.  The trail will be a stacked loop trail with a 3-km loop within a 4.5-km 
loop originating at Whitestone Lake Resort.  Approximately 30 percent of the proposed trail system 
utilizes the existing unmanaged trails in the area.  A proposed trail map is included in Appendix One.  
 
Whitestone Lake Resort has a large year-round parking area available to the public and other facilities 
and services catering to trail users.  Directly benefiting from the proximity to the trail is the community 
of Dunchurch approximately 8-km away, as well as the high density of seasonal and permanent residents 
around Whitestone Lake.   
 
The natural features found along the trail are characteristic of the Great Lakes St. Lawrence forest region 
with a diversity of coniferous and broad-leaved tree species.  The trail provides the user with the 
opportunity to see a variety of wildlife including moose, deer, beaver, otter and abundance of different 
song and marsh birds.  At one point along the eastern section, the trail gains 35m in elevation to look out 
over Whitestone Lake.  Based on the natural features along the trail, future consideration may be given 
to an interpretive program for the trail.   
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The proposed Clear Lake Trail trailhead is a half kilometer outside the community of Ardbeg in the 
former Burton Township.   A natural parking area that could accommodate up to seven vehicles is 
present adjacent to Clear Lake Road on the south side.  The trail itself begins on the north side of Clear 
Lake Road at the Ontario Federation of Snowmobile Club’s trail D102c, managed by the Cramadog 
Snowmobile Club.  The proposed hiking trail branches away from the snowmobile trail at an old gravel 
pit approximately half a kilometre from Clear Lake Road.  The trail meanders along an old bush trail for 



approximately 2.5 km before turning south to connect back with Clear Lake Road adding another half 
kilometre to the route.  A proposed trail map is included in appendix one. 
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A trail tread of 1.0m wide will be maintained and brush cut to an additional 0.3 m on each side and 
approximately 2.0m overhead of the trail to accommodate pedestrian traffic (see figure 1).  These 
specifications are based on those set out in “Ontario’s Best Trails;  Guidelines and Best Practices for the 
Design, Construction and Maintenance of Sustainable Trails for All Ontarians” (Trails for all Ontarians 
Collaborative, 2006).  The trail surface will be a natural base.  Organic materials that are brush cut 
during the development phase will be chipped and left on the trail surface. 
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The Whitestone Lake Recreational Trail and the Clear Lake Trail will be designated as non-motorized 
trails providing four-season access for pedestrians.  Authorized trail maintenance vehicles and 
emergency vehicles shall be allowed on the trails.  The rules of use for the trails will be communicated 
through trail signage and promotions.   
 
A 1-km section of Whitestone Lake Recreational Trail is presented as a shared-use trail with Cramadog 
Snowmobile Trail 605.  Signage will be installed along this section of the trail to indicate to the public 
that it is a shared-use trail for snowmobile and pedestrian uses through the winter months. 
 
Recognizing the historical use of the area for local ATV activity, the Committee may choose to allow 
certain sections of the trails for these local users.  Restrictions may be placed on time of use, for 
example the Committee may allow local riders to access the trails during traditional higher use periods 
such as during hunting season.  Signage will clearly indicate where and when ATV use is allowed. 
 
At the time of construction, no barriers are proposed at the trail entrances.  The need to install barriers to 
restrict vehicular access to the trail by unauthorized users will be assessed after one year of operation.  
Additionally, the Committee may consider the development of a By-Law that would deal with violations 
of trail use. 
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The Committee will be responsible for developing, promoting and educating all the enforcement and 
municipal officials on the rules of the trail regarding access.   
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Hunting on Crown property is regulated by the Ministry of Natural Resources under the Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Act.  Recognizing the area as traditional hunting territory for local residents, 
restricted use along the trails will be enforced by the Municipality during Resident and Non-resident 
Open Season for moose and deer.  The dates determining these seasons are set by the Ministry of 
Natural Resources from year to year and therefore will be posted at all entrances to the Whitestone Lake 
Trail and the Clear Lake Trail on an annual basis.  Use of the trails will be restricted to individuals 
properly licensed by the Ministry of Natural Resources.  Others users wanting access to the trails during 
the restricted time may request special permission from the Municipality.  
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Trail maintenance objectives are to preserve the trails in a usable state for the permissible users to access 
the trails safely and enjoyably.  
 
A trail maintenance budget item will be added to the Community Development Committee’s annual 
budget and submitted to Council for approval as per the Municipality’s normal procedure.   
 
A five-year cost estimate forecast for trail maintenance will be prepared and reviewed annually. 
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Trail inspections will be completed at least once a month from April 1 to November 1.  Trail inspection 
forms will be completed and kept on record by the Municipality and reviewed annually by the 
Committee (Appendix 2 – Trail Maintenance Checklist).  Preventative maintenance schedules will be 
based on the work schedule determined by the committee.   
The Committee will ensure that all volunteers involved in trail inspections and minor maintenance will 
be cleared as per the Municipality’s volunteer screening process. 
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All plans for trail maintenance must be approved by the Committee.  
 
The Committee will ensure all requirements of federal, provincial and municipal legislation are met 
before work commences.  The Municipality will be required to obtain the appropriate approvals through 
the Ministry of Natural Resources prior to any maintenance that is considered construction as per 
Section 14 of the Public Lands Act.  This includes any upgrades to the existing trail where the trail is 
being significantly altered including widening or relocation.    Construction and replacement of water 
crossings is also considered construction and requires prior approval.  
 



Minor maintenance of an existing trail that is not considered construction and does not require prior 
permission includes grooming or brushing, minor surface repairs such as filling ruts and evening out the 
trail surface and similar activities generally considered part of regular maintenance. 
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Some trail sections may need to be temporarily closed due to hazardous conditions.  These may occur 
when heavy rains cause trail washouts or when debris blocks the trail.  These conditions should be 
corrected as soon as possible and the trail reopened to use by the public.  The trail will be posted closed 
at all access points.  
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In areas where beaver activity results in flooding of the trail, the Committee will consult with the 
Ministry of Natural Resources for management options.  
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Culverts will be monitored and cleared of debris. Culverts will be installed to accommodate the heaviest 
permitted use on the trail (e.g. emergency or maintenance equipment).  Culverts need immediate 
attention when flooding occurs.  In areas where the trail is covered by water, or may potentially be 
covered by water, drainage will be improved.  
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Fallen trees and other similar obstacles blocking the trail will be removed.  Overhead hanging trees 
(widowers) will be taken down for safety reasons.  Brush will not be allowed to be piled along the trail.  
All branches will be chipped and spread onto the side of the trail.  
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“No Trace Use” of the trail will be promoted and trail users will be required to carry out what is carried 
in.  Volunteers performing the regular trail inspections will collect any garbage along the trail and 
dispose of it at the municipal dump site.  Clean up days, sponsored by trail users and other community 
groups, will be encouraged to educate the public about the purpose of the trail and keep the trail clean.  
An adopt-a-trail program may be considered in the future to build further community support and keep 
the trail clean.  
As per Section 2.7 of The Corporation of the Municipality of Whitestone By-Law No. 15-2005, no 
person shall deposit any waste at or near, or outside or around at the landfill sites except in the 
appropriate areas for waste and/or recycling receptacles.  Any person found in contravention of this By-
Law, is guilty of an offence and may be liable for a fine not exceeding the maximum provided under the 
Provincial Offences Act.  Costs and expenses related to the removal of garbage may also be charged to 
the offender as per Section 5.1 and 5.2 of the By-Law. 
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1.  To promote “no trace” use of the trail  
2.  To promote and encourage safe and responsible year round use of the trails 
3.  To encourage consideration, cooperation and compromise among trail users  



4.  To encourage self-regulation among trail users  
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All signage will be approved by the Committee. Signs should be compatible with the regional trails 
network standards as established by Discovery Routes Trails Organization.  All signs will be posted to 
inform and educate users what activities are allowed, encouraged or prohibited.  All trail signs will be 
placed on posts, not trees or other structures along the trail.  Trail work signs will be placed on the trail 
in both directions to warn trail users of maintenance vehicles on the trail.  
In the future, the Committee may consider local and natural history interpretive signs along the trail 
where points of interest are located to enhance the trail experience and education of users.  
�
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The committee may publish maps and brochures to raise awareness and promote the trail in conjunction 
with Discovery Routes Trails Organization. 
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Individual trail users will be encouraged to report any incidents of inconsiderate use to the Municipality.  
The Committee will determine if any further action is required.  
The Committee will report any unlawful activity to the appropriate agency.  Examples of these groups 
would include the Ontario Provincial Police, Ministry of Natural Resources Conservation Officers, 
Municipal By-Law Officers, Ministry of the Environment and Federal Fisheries Officers.  

%���#�-�
���0�
������
��
Tax receipts can be issued by the Municipality of Whitestone for donations towards the trail.  The 
Committee should exercise this benefit with any fundraising activities for maintenance.  
 
An annual budget for trail maintenance and capital replacement will be prepared by the Committee and 
recommended to Council.  The Committee will recommend fundraising opportunities when they arise. 
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The Committee may choose to enhance the amenities available along the trail in the future.  Rest stops, 
benches and/or interpretive signage may be created along side the trail for trail users at vista points and 
points of interest.  The Committee may consider trail linkages to other trails in the region.  Any 
enhancements to the trails will need to be approved by the Ministry of Natural Resources prior to 
commencement as outlined in Section 3.3. 
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TRAIL MAINTENANCE CHECKLIST 
 

 

Trail Name:�________________________________________________________�

Inspection Date: 999999999999999999999�

Inspector(s):________________________________________________________ 

Trail Type:  �  Multi-Use  � �  Hiking  �  Cycling   
  �  Cross-Country Skiing� �  Snowmobiling � �Other___________ 

 
Check �  items that are in satisfactory condition.  Place �  in problem areas, and detail 
remedial actions required on reverse.  Report major problems to municipal staff 
immediately.  Leave blank boxes which do not apply. 
 

�  Soil, gravel, natural trail surface compacted and in satisfactory condition? 
�  Vegetation cleared to suggest��  width and height? 
�  Hazards eliminated (dead trees, limbs, leaning trees, loose rocks etc…)? 
�  Litter removed (including parking areas)? 
�  Culverts cleared? 
�  Adequate drainage in wet areas? 
�  Graffiti along trail erased? 
�  Bridges in good repair with decking/railings intact? 
�  Boardwalks in good repair with decking/railings intact? 
�  Viewing platforms in good repair? 
�  Fences in good repair? 
�  Signs placed properly and in good condition? 
�  Barriers used for road closure/access restriction in good condition? 
�  Slope erosion under control? 

 
Any signs of misuse or over-abuse of the trail?  YES  NO 
Any problems with fires in unauthorized places?  YES  NO  
Any need for warning or hazard signs to be erected? YES  NO 
Any problems with parking or parking areas?  YES  NO 
Any reasons for re-routing sections of trail?   YES    NO 

 
PLEASE SEND THIS COMPLETED FORM PROMPTLY TO THE MUNICIPAL 

OFFICE. 

USE THE BACK OF THIS SHEET FOR COMMENTS/SUGGESTIONS/IMPROVEMENTS OF ANY KIND 


