
 
 

The Corporation of the Municipality of Whitestone 
 

Agenda of Regular Council Meeting 
Tuesday, April 4, 2023 

 
Dunchurch Community Centre 

 
and 

 
Join Zoom Meeting (Video) 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82303109249 
 

 (Phone Call Only) 
Dial +1 647 558 0588 then Enter Meeting ID:  823 0310 9249 #  

 
Meetings are recorded. Both the audio and video are posted on the Municipal Website 

_________________________________________________ 
 

 
1. Call to Order and Roll Call        6:30 p.m. 

 
National Anthem 

 
Indigenous Land Acknowledgement Statement 

 
The Municipality of Whitestone recognizes all of Canada resides on traditional, unceded 
and/or treaty lands of the Indigenous People of Turtle Island.  

  
We recognize our Municipality on The Robinson Huron Treaty territory is home to many 
past, present and future Indigenous families.  

 
This acknowledgment of the land is a declaration of our commitment and collective 
responsibility to reconcile the past, and to honour and value the culture, history and 
relationships we have with one another. 

 
2. Disclosure of Pecuniary Interest  

 
3. Approval of Agenda ® 

 
4. Presentations and Delegations –  

 
4.1 Whitestone McKellar Lions Club 
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4.2 Belvedere Heights Board of Management 
 
5. Planning Items - None 

 
Move into Public Meeting ® 

 
6. Public Meeting  

6.1 Memo - Update to Fees and Charges By-law 
 

Reconvene into Regular Meeting ® 
 

7. Consent Agenda ® 
Items listed under the Consent Agenda are considered routine and will be enacted in one motion.  
A Member of Council may request one or more items to be removed from the Consent Agenda for 
separate discussion and/or action.   
 
7.1 Council and Committee Meeting Minutes 

7.1.1 Regular Council Meeting Minutes for Tuesday, March 21, 2023. 
7.1.2 Special Council Meeting Minutes for Wednesday, March 22, 2023 
7.1.3 Recreation Committee Meeting Minutes for January 12, 2023 
7.1.4 Recreation Committee Meeting Minutes for February 23, 2023 
7.1.5 Whitestone Library and Technology Centre Minutes for February 22, 2023 
7.1.6 Environmental Stewardship Committee DRAFT meeting minutes for March 

21, 2023 
7.1.7 Belvedere Heights Board of Management Meeting Minutes of January 25, 

2023 
7.1.8 Belvedere Heights Board of Management Meeting Minutes of February 22, 

2023 
 

7.2 Unfinished Business (listed on page 4)  
 
Matters Arising from Consent Agenda 

 
8. Accounts Payable 

8.1 Accounts Payable ® 
 

9. Staff Reports  
9.1 Report PW-2023-04  

Award of Calcium Tender ® 
9.2 Memo:  

Fire Department requirements for Public Works to burn brush at Municipal Landfills ® 
9.3 Memo: 

Public Works discussion on grinding and landfill cover at Aulds Road Landfill site ® 
9.4 Memo: 

CBO services sharing Agreement with Township of McKellar ® 
 

10. By-Laws 
10.1 By-law 23-2022, Being a By-law to Amend By-law No. 09-2022, Being a By-law to 

Establish Fees and Charges for Services provided by the Municipality of Whitestone ® 
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11. Business Matters 
11.1 WahWashKesh Landings Task Force Report ® 
11.2 Memo:  Regular Council Meeting Schedule review ® 
11.3 Magnetawan - Dunchurch Royal Canadian Legion Branch 394 – request for 

Council support for a Grant ‘Creating a more inclusive Ontario:  Age-friendly 
community planning for municipalities and community organizations. ® 

11.4 FONOM Conference, May 8, 9 and 10, 2023. Draft Agenda and registration form ® 
11.5 Matters arising from correspondence at the March 21, 2023, Regular Meeting of 

Council: 
11.5.1 Attendance for the District of Parry Sound Municipal Association Meeting 

scheduled for Friday May 5, 2023. ® 
11.5.2 Municipality of Magnetawan resolution regarding Magnetawan River Watershed 

dated March 8, 2023 ® 
11.5.3 District of Parry Sound Social Services Administration Board resolution regarding 

homelessness dated March 9, 2023 ® 
11.5.4 Town of Parry Sound letter and resolution regarding the Mega School 

dated March 14, 2023. ® 
11.6 Planning Items Invoices – Discussion request per Councillor Nash 

 
12. Correspondence 
 

Matters Arising from Correspondence 
 

13. Councillor Items 
 
14. Questions from the Public 
 
15. Confirming By-law ® 
 
16. Adjournment ®
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Unfinished Business 
 

 
DATE 

 

 
ITEM AND DESCRIPTION 

 
ASSIGNED TO 

 
STATUS 

April 2019 Animal and Bird Control By-law Agricultural 
Committee 

DRAFT By-law for information and discussion 
presented at for the Regular Council meeting 
of October 4, 2022. 
 
For discussion by Council in 2023 

March 15, 
2021 

Review of By-law 20-2014 (being a By-law for the 
licensing, regulating/governing of rental units in 
Whitestone) 
 

Ad Hoc 
Committee 

On June 7, 2022 Council passed a By-law 
to amend the Municipality’s Zoning By-law 
in regards to a revision of the definition of 
Short-Term Rental Unit.  The last date for 
filing a notice of appeal was the 11th day of 
July, 2022 
 
A revised By-law for the licensing, 
regulating/governing of rental units and 
protocol is in process.  Further work on this 
issue to be done in 2023. 

Feb 22, 2022 Staff Report PW-2022-01 
Churlee Road Boat Launch  

 
THAT the Council of the Municipality of 
Whitestone does hereby receive Staff Report PW-
2022-01 (Churlee Road Boat launch) for 
information,  

 
AND THAT the Council of the Municipality of 
Whitestone does hereby provide the following 
direction: 
 
Staff to investigate further requirements for boat 
launching on the north basin of Whitestone Lake. 
 
 

Manager of 
Public Works 

Report presented at the September 6, 2022 
Regular Council meeting. 
 
Follow-up from the September 6, 2022 
Council meeting – staff to consider the 
possibility of a boat launch adjacent to a 
CRA that runs off of Farley’s Road. 
 
Report to Council April 2023 
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March 15, 
2022 

By-law 16-2022, being a By-law for a Zoning By-
law amendment to rezone Part of Lot 39, 
Concession A, geographic Township of McKenzie, 
now in the Municipality of Whitestone from the 
Rural (RU) Zone to a Rural (RU) Exception Zone – 
ANDERSON/PATTERSON  

Planning Staff 
and CBO 

To be reviewed with the Applicant January 2024 

April 19, 2022 Report from WahWashKesh Landings Task Force 
regarding Paid and Enforced Parking. 

  
THAT the Council of the Municipality of Whitestone 
does hereby receive the report of the 
WahWashKesh Landings Task Force dated April 
19, 2021 regarding paid and enforced parking for 
information, and consider its recommendations 

Mayor Comrie  
with assistance 
of staff as 
needed 

Ongoing 

 Report from WahWashKesh Landings Task Force 
regarding Paid and Enforced Parking. 
 
THAT the Council of the Municipality of Whitestone 
does hereby approve in principle the introduction of 
paid and enforced parking at the WahWashKesh 
landings, as soon as practical. 

Mayor Comrie  
with assistance 
of staff as 
needed 

Anticipated for 2023 

 Report from WahWashKesh Landings Task Force 
regarding Paid and Enforced Parking. 
 
THAT the Council of the Municipality of Whitestone 
does hereby request staff to bring forward an 
amendment to By-law 38-2016, being a By-law to 
regulate traffic and to govern and control the 
parking of vehicles within the Municipality of 
Whitestone, in support of the implementation of 
enforced parking at the WahWashKesh landings, 
as soon as practical 

Mayor Comrie  
with assistance 
of staff as 
needed 

Anticipated for 2023 

 Report from WahWashKesh Landings Task Force 
regarding Paid and Enforced Parking. 

 
THAT the WahWashKesh Landings Task Force 
develop an implementation plan for paid and 

Mayor Comrie  
with assistance 
of staff as 
needed 

Anticipated for 2023 
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enforced permit parking at the WahWashKesh 
landings in cooperation with the WahWashKesh 
Conservation Association and Municipal Staff. 

 Report from WahWashKesh Landings Task Force 
regarding Paid and Enforced Parking. 
 
THAT the WahWashKesh Landing Task Force 
negotiate a revised agreement with the 
WahWashKesh Conservation Association with 
respect to the WahWashKesh landings, following 
the WWKCA 2022 AGM, for ratification by 
Whitestone Council. 

Mayor Comrie  
with assistance 
of staff as 
needed 

Anticipated for 2023 

 ADMIN-2022-09 Lorimer Lake Resort Property – 
wetlands / beaver pond  
THAT the Council of the Municipality of Whitestone 
does hereby receive report ADMIN-2022-09 
(Lorimer Lake Resort property – wetlands / beaver 
pond) for information. 

 
 

Planning 
Consultant 

Clerks Note: 
Members of Council had an interest in pursuing 
this matter further with a request to: 

 Provide a report on EP Zones that were 
inadvertently eliminated from the Zoning 
Maps in 2018 

 A typical Fill By-law 
 A typical Site Alteration By-law and 
 A review of how other local Municipalities 

manage EP Zones 
In progress; no date has been set by the 
Consultant at this time for completion. 
 
Report to Council from Planning Consultant 
expected April 18, 2023 

July 5, 2022 AMBIANCE FINE HOMES INC. Proposed Zoning 
By-law amendment is to rezone part Lots 40 and 
41, Concession A, in the geographic Township of 
Hagerman and fronting on Highway 124, from the 
Industrial Pit (M2) Zone to the Industrial (M1) Zone. 

 
THAT the Council of the Municipality of Whitestone 
receives the Ambiance Fine Homes Inc. Proposed 
Zoning By-law amendment to rezone part of Lots 
40 and 41, Concession A, in the geographic 

CAO/Clerk and 
Planning 
Consultant 

 
OLT Settlement hearing March 10, 2022 
 
By-law and documents to be finalized by the OLT 
and submitted back to the Municipality and the 
applicant. 
 
When the decision/information has been received 
from the Tribunal, a By-law will be brought forward 
to a Regular Council meeting. 
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Township of Hagerman and fronting on Highway 
124, from the Industrial Pit (M2) Zone to the 
Industrial (M1) Zone for information. 

 
AND THAT the following direction is hereby 
provided with respect to the next steps: 

 
A peer review to be conducted of the planning, 
environmental, and socio-economic issues 
associated with the application to address the 
questions raised by the public, and suggest 
mitigation measures, at the applicant’s cost 

September 20, 
2022 

Staff will consider accessibility needs at the 
Dundome, the Community Centre and 
Municipal Office for the 2023 budget     
 

Public Works 
Manager 

2023 Budget 

December 5, 
2022 

THAT the Council of the Municipality of Whitestone 
does hereby approve the use of the Farley’s Road 
boat launch parking area for non-deeded access 
users at no charge, for the 2022-2023 winter 
season; 
 
AND THAT Staff be requested to report back to 
Council by April 2023 in respect of parking capacity 
at the Farley’s Road boat launch property and 
options for increased access for non-deeded 
access users; 
 
AND THAT the title instruments on each of the 12 
registry pins be obtained to verify their rights in 
title. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Manager of 
Public Works 
 
 
 
 
Planning 
Assistant 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In progress 
 
 
 
 
Confirmed – each of the 12 lots have rights in title 
to the Farley’s Road Parking area 
 

January 10, 
2023 

Council will invite the new Chairperson of the 
Belvedere Board of Management as well as 
Township of McKellar Councillor Debbie Zulak to 
speak to Council in the future about Belvedere 
Heights and Life Leases 

Administrative 
Staff 

Scheduled for March 30, 2023 (Closed Session) 
and April 4, 2023 (Open Session) 
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March 7, 2023 Staff set up Health Spending Accounts with 
the Benefits provider for each Council 
Member including their Dependents, if any, 
with an annual Benefit amount of $2,500 per 
year, per Council Member (inclusive of 
dependents), and 

 
Staff update the Critical Illness Insurance 
Coverage from the current amount 
$10,000.00 to $20,000.00 per Council 
Member 
 

Treasurer Health Spending accounts have been set up 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Under review by the Insurance Company 

 Staff to work with the Magnatawan Pioneer 
Association to discuss options that will 
include boat storage to be permitted, 
winches will be permitted, no docks or 
storage boxes permitted and the 
Municipality assumes no liability or 
responsibility. 

CAO and staff Meeting to be arranged in mid-April due to 
availability of Magnatawan Pioneer Association 
representatives 

 Councilor Nash: Made an inquiry to the Fire Chief 
about the possibility of burning brush at the 
landfill site. 

Fire Chief Memo: April 4, 2023 Council meeting 

 Councillor Nash: Asked if using wood chips 
as landfill cover, is combustible.   

Public Works 
Manager 

Memo: April 4, 2023 Council meeting 

March 21, 
2023 

Completion of Audio-Visual upgrades at the 
Dunchurch Community Centre 

 
THAT the Municipality engage an Audio/Visual 
consultant to produce a specification for purposes 
of tendering for the required equipment and 
installation to complete the Community Centre 
Audio/Visual system 

 
 
 
TBD 

 
 
 
Timing to be determined 

 
END 
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Correspondence 
 
(listed in the order they were received by the Clerks Department) 
 

A. Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry letter regarding changes to Ontario 
Regulation 161/17 under the Public Lands Act dated March 17, 2023. 

B. Town of Essex resolution regarding Short-Term Rental Units dated March 17, 2023. 
C. Municipality of Calvin resolution regarding a moratorium on pupil accommodation 

reviews dated March 14, 2023. 
D. Lake of Bays resolution regarding the Municipality of Trent Lakes changes to the Oath of 

Office dated March 14, 2023. 
E. FONOM Executive Award Call for Nominations and the Executive Award Nomination 

Form. 
F. Town of Essex resolution regarding the reinstatement of Legislation permitting a 

Municipality to retain surplus proceeds from Tax Sales dated March 22, 2023. 
G. Ministry of the Attorney General letter regarding Royal Assent of Bill 46, Less Red Tape, 

Stronger Ontario Act, 2023 dated March 24, 2023.  
H. Ministry for Seniors and Accessibility letter regarding Senior of the Year dated March, 

2023. 
I. Email from Sue Hicks-Green regarding a by-law for control of cats dated March 22, 

2023. 
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PRESENTATIONS AND DELEGATIONS 
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BELVEDERE HEIGHTS 
BOARD OF 
MANAGEMENT

OPEN SESSION 
PRESENTATION TO 
MUNICIPAL PARTNERS

Municipal support for bank credit 
to buy-back life lease units

April 4, 2023

1
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Agenda
1. Introduction
2. Background: Campus of Care Proposal, Life Lease Issues
3. Occupancy agreement:  transfer of units
4. 2022 addendum to occupancy agreement
5. Parry Sound Single Family Home Real Estate Trend
6. Life Lease Transfer Price History
7. Calculation of buy-back price offers
8. Rationale and expense recovery for $5 million bank line of credit
9. Draft by-law

2
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• Belvedere Heights is a district municipal home, voluntarily created in 1960’s to serve eight (8) small 
municipalities to manage (not own) long term care beds via a Board of Management as defined by an Order-
in-Council.

• Fractional ownership model (share based on relative MPAC assessments across the eight municipalities)

• Board structure: 5 councillors and 2 provincial reps also prescribed by Ontario Regulation.

• Long Term Care Act gives the Board of Management power to independently manage the corporation, 
including unfettered option to levy owner municipalities for both operating and capital.

• District municipal homes have the right to return management of beds to Ministry (close the home).  Other 
homes can sell their licence.

• Belvedere Heights is a 101-bed home (2003) attached to a 24-unit life lease building on land-locked two acres

The Board of Management for the District of Parry Sound West
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BACKGROUND

• In Aug. 2021, Life Lease residents were informed that it was the intent of the eight municipalities and Board to ask the 
government to create a campus of care to consolidate long term care at the West Parry Sound Health Centre.  

• The plan is to build a new 160-bed facility to move residents of Belvedere and then the existing site at 21 Belvedere Ave. 
101-bed long term care facility would close and be sold.  

• It is anticipated that the existing life lease building would also be vacated. Unknown timeframe, at least five years hence.

• Life lease is a right to occupy a unit,  not like a condo; there is no part ownership of land or buildings. There are several life 
lease financial models in Ontario:  market value, price index, fixed value, declining balance, zero balance.

• Life lease was designed as an attainable housing strategy for our elderly,  not a ‘real estate’ investment.  Examples of other 
life lease projects in the Barrie area are priced between $240 and $250 per square foot.

• MPAC assessed value for the life lease building is $4.67 million, or an average of $213 per square foot.

• The life lease occupancy agreement provides no protection for residents if they are unable to sell their right to occupy.

• In May 2022, an addendum to life lease occupancy agreement was unwelcomed by life residents although it attempted to 
protect their original investment (in event building is to be vacated).

• Given the uncertain future of life lease, the Board offered to buy-back life lease units if current residents do not choose or 
are unable to sell the right to occupy their unit on the real estate market.

4
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Extract from Life Lease Occupancy Agreement
23. Transfer of Unit 

In this Occupancy Agreement, “Transfer” means the sale, exchange, or other disposition of your 
rights and obligations under this Occupancy Agreement other than by way of assignment of lease, 
or an assignment of your interest of this Occupancy Agreement. You or your personal
representative shall follow these steps:  

23.1 You shall notify the Corporation in writing of the proposed vacancy date as a result 
of the desire to sell or transfer the Right to Occupy. 
 

23.2 The Corporation shall determine an average resale price based on the change in 
values in the local real estate market of Parry Sound from your original purchase date 
and the date of the notification of proposed vacancy date. If you do not agree with 
this average resale price then a local realtor will be selected by mutual agreement to 
determine a price and the cost of such services shall be split between you and the 
Corporation. This is the “Resale Price.” 

 
23.3 The Corporation shall then offer the Unit for sale in writing at the Resale Price: 

 
23.3.1 Firstly to other Unit Owners who have previously advised the Corporation 

in writing that they wish to switch units, and if no such owner accepts the 
Corporation’s offer to sell then, 

23.3.2 Secondly, to persons on the Corporation’s waiting list, in the order of being 
entered on the list, and if no such person accepts the Corporation’s offer 
to sell then, 

23.3.3 Thirdly, to any nominee of the selling Unit Owner, provided the nominee 
otherwise qualifies to purchase the Unit, and if there is no such buyer, then

23.3.4 Fourthly, for resale on the open market at the Resale Price.   
 

23.4 After sixty (60) days if a potential new purchaser has not been identified the 
Corporation shall discuss with you a reduction in the price. 

 
5
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6

ADDENDUM TO LIFE LEASE OCCUPACY SALES AGREEMENT 19 May 2022
For The Residence of Belview by the Bay

Corporation’s Right to Terminate Occupancy Agreement

You acknowledge it is anticipated that the long-term care home known as the “Belvedere Heights Long Term
Care Home” located in a building on the Project Lands adjacent to the Building in which your Unit is situated
(the “LTC Home”) may be closed on a future date to be determined by the Corporation. In the event of such
closure of the LTC Home and despite any other provision of this Agreement, the Corporation shall have the
right to terminate this Occupancy Agreement provided that, in order to allow you time to find alternate
housing, such termination can only occur after the Corporation has given you twelve (12) months prior written
notice.

If this Agreement is terminated in accordance with the foregoing, then the Corporation shall repurchase your
Right to Occupy the Unit solely based on a repurchase price equal to the Purchase Price originally paid by you
pursuant to the Sales Agreement of which the Occupancy Agreement forms a part.
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Parry Sound Single Family Home Price Trend:2017 - 2022

7
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LIFE LEASE UNIT (LLU) TRANSFER HISTORY

There are two (2) distinct patterns before and after 2017.   The two graphs below include a trendline (in red) and a two-
transaction moving average (in grey dash line).   Each sale is colour coded.  A blue bar is a LLU with a view of the bay and a green 
bar is a LLU with no water view.

For the ten (10) years from 2007 to 2017:   the trendline suggests that the price per square foot increased by five (5) per cent
from $210 in 2007 to $220 by 2017.  Units with a view of the bay sold for more than those without in this period.

The second pattern follows when one sale was $301 per square foot, a thirty-seven (37) per cent increase over the prior $220 
sale.  This was a singular occurrence.  Since then, the purchase price has trended down below $260.   View of the bay was not as 
significant a factor for most sales on the market since 2017.

Approximate average annual price increase is about 2.2 per cent since 2007,  similar to the average annual return of a GIC. 8
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CALCULATION OF LIFE LEASE UNIT (LLU) BUY-BACK OFFER:   TWO (2) OPTIONS
Under the occupancy agreement, the Belvedere Board of Management (BoM) has no obligation to any existing LLU 
residents to buy-out their units or guarantee a minimum price.  Notwithstanding this, the BoM establishes the following 
buy-back policy to address resident concerns.  Each case will have to be evaluated on its own merit.

1. For LLU holders that paid equal to or less than expected (i.e., at or below the trendline):  The original 
purchase price will be increased by 2.2% for each year after the year of purchase to the year of sale, to a 
maximum value as determined by the trendline.  For example, a buy-back offer in 2023, six (6) years after 
a 2017 purchase, would increase the original price by 13.2%.  The 10% redemption fee (as per the 
occupancy agreement) would be applied against the inflation-adjusted buy-back offer.

2. For LLU holders that paid more than expected (i.e., above the trendline):   The buy-back offer is equivalent 
to the original purchase price minus the 10 per cent redemption fee.  Depending on the number of years of 
occupancy, the trendline can be used to determine if the unit may be eligible for a 2.2 per cent inflation 
adjustment for one or more years of occupancy.

9
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BY-LAW TO SUPPORT BUY-BACK OF LIFE LEASE UNITS

The Belvedere Board of Management (BoM) must secure a $5 million bank credit facility to buy-
back all of the life lease units over time.  The Bank of Nova Scotia requires that each municipality 
pass a by-law to provide the requisite guarantee for their approval of the bank credit.

To date, the BoM has had sufficient cash on hand to buy-back four (4) units.   Additional ongoing 
buy-back of the remaining 20 units will require financing.   The municipalities have three (3) 
options:

1. Freeze. No further buy-backs.  Will need a plan for units that are unable to be sold on the 
open real estate market.

2. Pass a by-law to support the BoM line of credit (draft attached); or,

3. Accept an annual capital levy (in addition to the existing operating cost levy) to support the 
buy-back of two or three units annually for the next five (5) or more years (annual cost range: 
$400,000 to $700,000).

10
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LINE OF CREDIT EXPENSE FUNDED BY RENTAL INCOME

• With the advice of legal and real estate expertise, the BoM has converted the re-purchased units into 
senior’s rental apartments.  The average cost of maintenance and property tax is currently less than $900 
per month per unit.  The current rental market is $1,700 to $2,000 per month for these apartments.

• An estimated average $1,000 per month surplus rental income for each unit is to be applied against the 
interest-only expense of the line of credit.   Even if the existing borrowing interest rate remains over six 
(6) per cent over the next few years, it is anticipated that there will be sufficient accumulated surplus 
rental income to offset the interest expense for the borrowing, which will gradually increase over time 
with buy-back of additional units.   

• The line of credit may be converted into a fixed-term loan.  Surplus revenue can also be applied to 
reduce the principal for an existing line of credit.

• There is no guarantee that municipalities will not be called upon for financial support for the line of 
credit in the future, but it is unlikely.  The capital levy option would be an annual expense.

• The BoM respectfully requests that your Council expeditiously pass a by-law to support a $5M line of 
credit.

11
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DRAFT BY-LAW TO PROVIDE FINANCIAL GUARANTEE FOR BELVEDERE HEIGHTS BANK LOAN

TO FINANCE THE BUY-BACK OF LIFE LEASE UNIT5  (v4, 2023 Feb 10)

WHEREAS the Board of Management for the District of Parry Sound West (“Belvedere Heights”) and all eight (8) supporting 
municipalities requested the Ministry of Long-Term Care to create a campus of care to consolidate long term care at the West Parry 
Sound Health Centre to enhance services for all long-term care residents.  The campus would include a new 160-bed long term care
facility that would replace the existing 101-bed long term care facility at 21 Belvedere Ave.

WHEREAS the 21 Belvedere Ave. site also includes a twenty-four (24) unit life lease building that may need to be vacated when the 
existing 101-bed long term care facility is closed.

WHEREAS the original twenty-four (24) life lease occupancy agreements do not include any provision to protect the resident’s 
investment if vacant occupancy of the building would be needed in the future.

WHEREAS the Board of Management proposes to buy-back the right to occupy any life lease unit, which cannot be transferred on 
the real estate market, with funds secured from a five (5) million-dollar bank line of credit or loan(s).

WHEREAS in order to secure a line of credit or loan(s), the Bank of Nova Scotia requires that each of the eight (8) supporting 
municipalities pass a by-law to guarantee financial support for this line of credit or loan(s).

WHEREAS the municipality has the authority to incur debt under section 401(1) of the Municipal Act 2001 as amended.

NOW THEREFORE, the Council of the  Township of       _________  enacts the following:

THAT we endorse the Belvedere Heights Board of Management request for financial support to guarantee a five (5) million-dollar 
bank line of credit and/or loan(s) to buy-back any or all life lease units.  If required, part of the line of credit  interest and/or loan 
principal expense will be apportioned to the Township as per the existing Belvedere Heights capital and operating cost sharing 
formula set out in the Ontario Fixing Long-Term Care Act and Regulations.

READ a FIRST and SECOND time this ?th day of March? 2023

READ a THIRD time this ?th day of  ? 2023 12
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Calculation of Annual Municipal Levy

13
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PUBLIC MEETING 
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Memo - Fees and Charges By-law update.docx  Page 1 of 2 

 

21 Church Street 

Dunchurch, Ontario P0A 1G0 

Phone:  705-389-2466   Fax: 705-389-1855 

 

www.whitestone.ca 
E-mail:  info@whitestone.ca 

 

MEMORANDUM 
 

To: Mayor and Council 
 

From: Judith Meyntz, Deputy Clerk / Michelle Hendry, CAO/Clerk 
 

Date: April 4, 2023 
 

Re: By-law 24-2023 - Being a By-law to Amend By-law No. 09-2022, Being a By-law to 
Establish Fees and Charges for services 

 
Background 
On January 24, 2023, Council passed the following Resolution: 
 
Resolution No. 2023-057 
Moved by: Councillor Brian Woods 
Seconded by: Councillor Scott Nash 

 
THAT the Council of the Municipality of Whitestone does hereby receive the 
Memo (Fees and Charges By-law) for information and recommends the 
following changes:  
 

Yard Waste/Leaves & Brush - $20.00 
Demolition Fee - $100.00 
Printing fee for Drawings 24” x 32” - $10/page 
Entrance Fee (Application) - $100.00 
 

Of note, the intended revised Entrance Fee (Application) was $200 per the Memo presented 
on January 24, 2023.  The current fee is $100.  The resolution however indicated $100.00.  A 
future amendment to the Fees and Charges By-law could consider the revised Entrance Fee 
(Application) of $200.00 
 
Notice of a Public Meeting 
 
Per By-law 03-2005, Being a By-law to amend Procedures for Notice By-law No. 04-2003 
establish procedures for notice as required under the Municipal Act, 2001 Revised for setting 
fees and changes, a change in fees and services requires the following notice: 
 

(1) hold at least one public meeting at which any person who attends has an opportunity to 
make representation with respect to the matter; and 

(2) ensure that notice of the public meeting is given.  
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The Public Meeting in respect of the Amendment to Bylaw 09-2022, being a By-law to Establish 
Fees and Charges for services provided by the Municipality of Whitestone was posted to the 
Municipal website on March 7, 2023 and advertised in the Parry Sound North Star on March 16, 
2023.   
 
By-law Update 
 
The following Council approved changes have been made to the Schedules attached. 
 
SCHEDULE B Landfill Rate and Fees 

 Rate of Yard Waste/Leaves/Brush has been increased to $20 per pickup load or trailer 
load. 

 
SCHEDULE D Building Department Rate and Fees  

 Demolition Permit has been lowered from $150.00 to $100.00 
 Printing Fee for Drawings (Size 24” x 32”) has been added at $10 per page. 
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SCHEDULE B

Landfill Rates and Fees
Fees are not subject to HST

Item Description Fee

Household Waste Household waste free of hazardous waste  Free 

Electronics Waste  Free 

Recyclables Plastic/Glass/Aluminum Cans etc.  Free 

Fibre (Newspaper, Cardboard etc)  Free 

Scrap Metals  Free 

Items with Refrigerant                                             

(refrigerant removal fee)
$15.00 each

Items of Furniture $15.00 each

Mattress small, (crib, twin) $10.00 each

Mattress, large (double, queen, king) $20.00 each

Vehicle Trunk Load $50.00

Pickup Truck or Trailer Load (Note 2) $100.00

Pickup Truck or Trailer Load (Note 2) $50.00

Small Household Quantities  (Note 3) Free

Yard Waste/Leaves/Brush  (Note 4) Pickup Truck or Trailer Load (Note 3) $20.00

Propane Tanks  actual cost 

Boats (Note 5)  Free 

Single Boat Wrap or Small Pool Liner $10.00

Large Pool Liner $30.00

Small Household Quantities  (Note 6)  Free 

Large Quantities (Note 6) $10.00

One per property  Free 

Replacement of lost card or additional cards per property $15.00

One-time pass for visitors $5.00 per bag

First Blue Box (new residents only)  Free 

Additional Blue Box  Actual cost 

 Note 7.  Tires are not accepted at Whitestone landfill sites.  

Note 1.  No Contractor construction / demolition debris will be accepted, including shingles.

Note 4.  No Contractor  yard waste, leaves, or brush will be accepted.

Note 3.  Approximate volume of 200 litres / 45 imperial gallons / 0.2 cubic metres or less.

Note 2.  Approximate volume of pickup truck / trailer load is 120 cubic feet or 3.3 cubic metres.  Landfill site attendants 

may use discretion in charging for larger or smaller volume loads 

Note 6.  Small quantities of plastic foam packaging will be accepted at no charge.  $10.00 charge is based on a volume 

of 200 litres / 45 imperial gallons / 0.2 cubic metres

Note 5.  Only metal hulled boats, completely stripped, maximum length 20 feet, will be accepted

Appliances and Furniture

Notes:

Styrofoam and Other Plastic Foams

Boat Wrap, Pool Liner

Landfill Access Permit Card

Blue Box Recycling Container

Sorted Household Construction/Demotion 

Waste                      -Auld's Road Site 

Only                                   (Note 1)
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SCHEDULE D
Building Department Rates and Fees

SAMPLE CALCULATION:

Building/ permit type Description
Calculation  factor for 

construction value
Notes

Single storey finished $140.00 Per sq. ft

Each additional storey incdlg walkout basements and 

finished non-walkout basements
$70.00 Per sq. ft

Garages, storage, boathouses $35.00 Per sq. ft

Porches,carports,sundecks, balconies $25.00 Per sq. ft

Solariums, sunrooms, bunkies, and garages 

(habitable/living space only)
$50.00 Per sq. ft

Principal building $95.00 Per sq. ft

Accessory $40.00 Per sq. ft

4 Designated Structures As per Div.A.1.3.1.1. OBC Based on cost Based on cost

5 Farm Buildings On land assessed for Farms $25.00 Per sq. ft

Full height $25.00 Per sq. ft

Crawl space,frost wall, piers $20.00 Per sq. ft

Construction/addition Per type of permit  (ie 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 or 6) See above Per sq. ft

Alteration, repair and installation Based on cost Based on cost

8 $150.00 Flat fee

9 $100.00 Flat fee

10 $100.00 Flat fee

11 $100.00 Flat fee

12 $100.00 Flat fee

OTHER FEES  Fee Notes

13

Permit transfer, special 

inspection
Special inspection fee $100.00 Flat fee

14
Conditional Permit Fee plus additional fees based on class of construction $100.00 Flat fee

15
Alternative Solution Design Fee plus other applicable fees $200.00 Flat fee

16
Building without a permit At the Chief Building Official's discretion  Fees doubled

based on 

calculated fees

17
Revised drawings Fee per revised page $50.00 Flat fee

18
Inactive Permit

Fee per inspection after three (3) years or more from 

date of issuance of the Building Permit
$200.00 Flat fee

19 Application filed not processed

20 Application filed and processed

21 If less than $100

22
Road Damage Deposit

See Policy on municipal website.  Refund at the 

discresion of the Municipality
$1,000.00 Flat fee

23
Re-inspection (per incident)

Inspection requested and CBO arrives at job site and 

the Phase to be inspected is not ready. 
$50.00 Flat fee

24
Printing Fee for Drawings Drawings - 24" x 32" $10 Per Page

Plumbing

Docks

Refunds- application for refund 

must be made within six (6) 

months of issuance of permit(s)

75% of Fee paid

50% of Fee paid

no refund

Change of use

The Chief Building Official may place a valuation on the cost of the proposed work as per Section 5 of the Whitestone By-law No. 32-2015.

1 Residential/Seasonal

2 Accessory Buildings

3
Commercial/Industrial/               

Institutional

6 Foundation-new or replacement

7

Chimney, fireplace, woodstove

Demolition

How Bulding Permit Fees are calculated:

The rate to be levied against each $1000.00 of construction value shall be $14.50 plus, a minimum base fee of $140.00.                               

Fees will be rounded to the nearest dollar.   Fees are not subject to HST

Residential Unit, with basement

 Main floor (2000 sq.ft x $140) + Basement (1800 sq.ft. x $70)  = $406,000

($406 x $14.50) + Base Fee $140 = $6,027 (Building Permit Fee)
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Regular Council Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, March 21, 2023, 6:30 p.m. 

Dunchurch Community Centre and Zoom Video Conferencing  
 

 
Present:   George Comrie, Mayor 

Janice Bray, Councillor 
Joe Lamb, Councillor  
Scott Nash, Councillor 
Brian Woods, Councillor 

 
Staff:   Michelle Hendry, CAO/Clerk 

Bob Whitman, Fire Chief 
Maneesh Kulal, Treasurer 
David Creasor, Manager Public Works 

 
Consultant:  John Jackson, Planner 
 
Guests:  1 - In person  
   9 - via Zoom video or telephone   
 
 
1. Roll Call and Call to Order 

The Chair commenced roll call and called the meeting to order at 6:42 p.m. 
 

National Anthem 
 

Indigenous Land Acknowledgement Statement 
 

The Municipality of Whitestone recognizes all of Canada resides on traditional, unceded 
and/or treaty lands of the Indigenous People of Turtle Island.  

  
We recognize our Municipality on The Robinson Huron Treaty territory is home to many 
past, present and future Indigenous families.  

 
This acknowledgment of the land is a declaration of our commitment and collective 
responsibility to reconcile the past, and to honour and value the culture, history and 
relationships we have with one another. 

   
2. Disclosure of Pecuniary Interest 

Mayor Comrie requested that any pecuniary interest be declared for the record.   
None was declared. 

 
3. Approval of the Agenda  
 
Resolution No. 2023-130 
Moved by: Councillor Brian Woods 
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Seconded by: Councillor Joe Lamb 
 

WHEREAS the Members of Council have been presented with an Agenda for this 
meeting; 
 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Agenda for this meeting be adopted as presented. 

Carried 
 

4. Presentations and Delegations  
   

4.1 Nadine Hammond, Tower on the Hill Museum 
 

Resolution No. 2023-131 
Moved by: Councillor Scott Nash 
Seconded by: Councillor Brian Woods 

 

Matters Arising  

 

4.1 Nadine Hammond, Tower on the Hill Museum 
 

THAT the Council of the Municipality of Whitestone receive for information the 

presentation from Nadine Hammond regarding the Tower on the Hill Museum. 

 Carried 

 

Resolution No. 2023-132 
Moved by: Councillor Brian Woods  
Seconded by: Councillor Janice Bray 

 

Move into Committee of the Whole  

 

THAT the Council of the Municipality of Whitestone move into Committee of the Whole at 

6:56 pm. 

Carried 

5. Planning Items  
 

5.1 Consent Application B01/2023(W) – 1502701 ONTARIO LTD. (MOFFATT)  

• Memorandum from John Jackson, Planner dated March 6, 2023 
 

Resolution No. 2023-133 
Moved by: Councillor Janice Bray  
Seconded by: Councillor Joe Lamb 

 

Reconvene into Regular Meeting  

 

THAT the Council of the Municipality of Whitestone reconvene into Regular Meeting at 

7:01 pm. 

Carried 
Resolution No. 2023-134 
Moved by: Councillor Brian Woods  
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Seconded by: Councillor Scott Nash 
Matters Arising from Committee of the Whole 

 

5.1 Consent Application B01/2023(W) – 1502701 ONTARIO LTD. (MOFFATT) 

 

WHEREAS John Jackson, Planner Inc. has prepared a report for the Parry Sound 

Area Planning Board regarding Consent Application B01/2023(W) – 1502701 

ONTARIO LTD. (MOFFATT) and provided a copy to the Municipality of Whitestone; 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Municipality of 

Whitestone receives this report as information; 

 

AND THAT the Council of the Municipality of Whitestone recommends this Consent 

Application for approval in principle, subject to the following conditions: 

 

1. THAT payment of a parkland dedication fee be made in accordance with the 
current Municipal fees and charges By-law;  

2. THAT the new lots receive 911 addressing from the Municipality; and 
3. THAT payment of all applicable planning fees be paid to the Municipality of 

Whitestone. 
 

Recorded Vote:  
      YEAS             NAYS         ABSTAIN 
Councillor, Janice Bray       X  
Mayor, George Comrie         X  
Councillor, Scott Nash       X 
Councillor, Brian Woods       X           
Deputy Mayor, Joe Lamb        X 

Carried 

 

6. Public Meeting - None 
 

Resolution No. 2023-135 
Moved by: Councillor Scott Nash 
Seconded by: Councillor Joe Lamb 
 

7.    Consent Agenda  
 

WHEREAS the Council the Municipality of Whitestone has reviewed the Consent Agenda 

consisting of: 

 

7.1 Council and Committee Meeting Minutes 

7.1.1 Regular Council Meeting Minutes for Tuesday March 7, 2023 

7.1.2 Special Council Meeting Minutes for Monday, March 13, 2023 

 

7.2 Unfinished Business (listed on page 4) 
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Municipality of 

Whitestone does hereby approve the following Council Meeting Minutes: 

 

The Regular Council Meeting Minutes of March 7, 2023 as amended; and the Special 

Council Meeting Minutes for Monday, March 13, 2023; and  

 

THAT Council receives for information Unfinished Business listing contained in the 

Consent Agenda dated March 21, 2023.  

Carried 

 

8. Accounts Payable 

 

Resolution No. 2023-136 
Moved by: Councillor Brian Woods 
Seconded by: Councillor Scott Nash 
 

8.1 Accounts Payable  
 

THAT the Council of the Municipality of Whitestone receive for information the Accounts 

Payable listing in the amount of $481,582.95 for the period ending March 15, 2023. 

Carried 

 

9. Staff Reports  

 

Resolution No. 2023-137 
Moved by: Councillor Brian Woods 
Seconded by: Councillor Joe Lamb 
 

9.1 Report PW-2023-03 
Blue Box Transition update  

 

THAT the Council of the Municipality of Whitestone does hereby receive Report PW-

2023-03 (Blue Box Transition update) for information. 

Carried 

 

Resolution No. 2023-138 
Moved by: Councillor Brian Woods 
Seconded by: Councillor Janice Bray 

 

9.2 Report FIN-2023-03 
Council Remuneration and Expenses 2022  

 

THAT the Council of the Municipality of Whitestone does hereby receive report FIN-

2023-03 (2022 Council Remuneration and Expenses) for information. 

Carried 
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Resolution No. 2023-139 
Moved by: Councillor Brian Woods 
Seconded by: Councillor Joe Lamb 

 

9.3 Report FIN-2023-02 
Donations 2023  

 

THAT the Council of the Municipality of Whitestone does hereby receive report FIN-

2023-02 (2023 Donation Requests) for information; 

 

AND THAT the Council of the Municipality of Whitestone does hereby approve the 

following 2023 donation requests: 

 

Recipient 2023 Proposed 

Rotary Club of Parry Sound (request per Council delegation)    $   500.00  

Parry Sound Area Community Business & Dev Ctr   $1,100.00  

West Parry Sound Health Centre Foundation*  $   500.00  

West Parry Sound District Museum   $1,000.00  

Parry Sound Chamber of Commerce*  $   500.00  

Dunchurch Agricultural Society *  $   500.00  

Ardbeg Community Club  $3,000.00  

Parry Sound High School Bursary L Woods *  $   500.00  

Parry Sound High School Graduation Gifts *  $   250.00  

Whitestone Lake School Citizenship Award *  $   100.00  

Whitestone Rod and Gun Club  $   500.00 

TOTAL  $8,450.00  

 
*Annual Contributions provided (no formal request submitted) 

Carried 

10. By-laws - None 
 

11.    Business Matters  
 
Resolution No. 2023-140 
Moved by: Councillor Janice Bray 
Seconded by: Councillor Brian Woods  
 

11.1 Community Centre Audio / Video improvements update  
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THAT the Council of the Municipality of Whitestone receive the Briefing Note from Mayor 

Comrie dated March 21, 2023 regarding Completion of Audio-Visual upgrades at the 

Dunchurch Community Centre; and 

 

THAT the Municipality proceed to complete the proposed system upgrade as set out in 

this Briefing Note in the current fiscal year, and 

 

THAT the Municipality award the contract for supply, installation, and commissioning of 

the additional AV equipment set out in this report to Acclaim Sound and Lighting of North 

Bay (the vendor of the existing audio system) on a single-source basis; and 

 

THAT the sum of $40,000 (including HST) to cover the cost of this work be included in the 

Municipality’s 2023 Capital and Special projects budget.  

Withdrawn 

 
Resolution No. 2023-141 
Moved by: Councillor Janice Bray 
Seconded by: Councillor Brian Woods  

 

THAT the Council of the Municipality of Whitestone receive the Briefing Note from Mayor 

Comrie dated March 21, 2023 regarding Completion of Audio-Visual upgrades at the 

Dunchurch Community Centre; and 

 

THAT the Municipality engage an Audio/Visual consultant to produce a specification for 

purposes of tendering for the required equipment and installation to complete the 

Community Centre Audio/Visual system. 

Carried 

 

Recess 

 

Resolution No. 2023-142 
Moved by: Councillor Brian Woods 
Seconded by: Councillor Scott Nash 

 

11.2 Memo Greenwood property – rezoning  

• Ted Greenwood zoning matter, 1686 Highway No. 124, Dunchurch 
 

WHEREAS Mr. Ted Greenwood, in a letter dated November 15, 2022, requested 

that Council remove costs associated with rezoning a property owned by him (Ted 

Greenwood) located at 1686 Highway No. 124, from Rural (RU) to General Industrial 

(M1); 

 

AND WHEREAS in a report dated September 9, 2022 from Mr. John Jackson, 

Municipal Planner, it was stated that “It is reasonable to understand that the lands 

should have had an M1 Zone”; 

 

AND WHEREAS in the above referenced report from Mr. John Jackson it was also 

stated that “Council should consider a proposed rezoning of the subject lands from 
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Rural (RU) to General Industrial (M1) without the attendant studies, site plans and 

financial deposits”; 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Municipality of 

Whitestone does hereby receive for information the Memorandum from Paula Macri, 

Planning Assistant dated March 21, 2023 (with the attached report from John 

Jackson, Planner dated September 9, 2022) regarding the Ted Greenwood rezoning 

matter, for a property known as 1686 Highway No. 124, Dunchurch;  

 

AND THAT a Zoning By-law amendment application will be required to be submitted 

by Ted Greenwood for the proposed Zoning By-law amendment of Part Lot 44, 

Concession A, in the geographic Township of Hagerman being Part 1, Plan 42R-

18200, municipally known as 1686 Highway No. 124, Dunchurch from Rural (RU) 

Zone to Industrial (M1) Zone; 

 

AND THAT the Council of the Municipality of Whitestone does hereby waive the 

Non-Refundable Administration fee in the amount of $1,000.00 and the applicable 

security deposit, as per the current Municipal fees and charges By-law along with 

any planning fees related to the work of the planning consultant in connection with 

the application;  

 

AND THAT the Council of the Municipality of Whitestone does hereby recommend 

that subject to the receipt of a rezoning application from Ted Greenwood staff 

proceed with the applicable advertisement and circulation of the Notice of Public 

meeting. 

Carried 

 

Resolution No. 2023-143 
Moved by: Councillor Brian Woods 
Seconded by: Councillor Joe Lamb 
 
 THAT Council hereby continues its Council Meeting past the allotted time of three and a 

 half (3½) hours and continue for an additional one-half (1/2) hour 

Carried 

 
 
Resolution No. 2023-144 
Moved by: Councillor Scott Nash 
Seconded by: Councillor Brian Woods 
 
12. Correspondence (listed on page 9 of the Agenda) 
 

WHEREAS the Council of the Municipality of Whitestone has reviewed the 

Correspondence Items as listed on page 9 of the March 21, 2023 Council agenda;  

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council receive the correspondence items 

for information, with the following extracted for further discussion/action: 
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C. District of Parry Sound Municipal Association Meeting scheduled for Friday May 5, 
2023 with 2023 Spring Meeting Form. 

D. Municipality of Magnetawan resolution regarding Magnetawan River Watershed dated 
March 8, 2023. 

E. District of Parry Sound Social Services Administration Board resolution regarding 
homelessness dated March 9, 2023. 

G. Town of Parry Sound letter and resolution regarding the Mega School dated March 14, 
2023. 

H. North Bay Parry Sound District Health Unit letter regarding food insecurity dated March 
14, 2023. 

Carried 

 

Clerk’s Note: Resolutions of support for Items D, E, and G will be presented at the next 

Regular Council meeting. 

 

Matters Arising from Correspondence 

 

C.     The Spring Meeting of the District of Parry Sound Municipal Association. 

 

THAT the following members of Council and staff be approved to attend the Spring Meeting of the 

District of Parry Sound Municipal Association to be held on Friday, May 5, 2023, hosted by the 

Township of McMurrich/Monteith. 

 

• Councillor Lamb 

• Councillor Woods 

• CAO/Clerk Hendry 

• Mayor Comrie 

 

Clerks Note:   The above referenced motion was voted on however was not moved or seconded; 

the motion will be brought forward to the next Regular Council meeting for 

consideration. 

 

Resolution No. 2023-145 
Moved by: Councillor Janice Bray 
Seconded by: Councillor Brian Woods 

 

H. North Bay Parry Sound District Health Unit letter regarding food insecurity dated March 14, 
2023. 

 

WHEREAS, improved financial stability allows municipal residents to participate, contribute, and 
invest in their local economies and communities; and 
 

WHEREAS, poverty puts additional pressure on municipalities, who are responsible for 
delivering necessary and strained public and social services to support residents who are 
struggling with the consequences of inadequate income; and 
 
WHEREAS, food insecurity has a detrimental impact on physical and mental health; and 
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WHEREAS, adequate income is an important social determinant of health that greatly impacts 
food security and other social determinants of health such as mental health, housing and 
transportation; and 

  
WHEREAS, the 2022 Cost of Eating Well report shows that households reliant on social 
assistance do not have enough money for the costs of living, including food; and 

   
WHEREAS, 67% of households in Ontario with social assistance as their main source of income 
experience food insecurity.  
 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Municipality of Whitestone support efforts to raise 
awareness about, and work to reduce, health inequities, including food insecurity; and   
 

FURTHERMORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Municipality of Whitestone endorse the letter 
from the North Bay Parry Sound District Health Unit and call on the Province of Ontario to: 

• legislate targets for the reduction of food insecurity as part of the Ontario Poverty 
Reduction Strategy; and   

• increase social assistance rates to reflect the costs of living, and to index Ontario Works 
rates to inflation going forward; and 

• urge the province to resume investigating the feasibility of creating a guaranteed living 
wage (basic income) in the Province of Ontario; and  

 

FURTHERMORE BE IT RESOLVED, THAT the Municipality of Whitestone provide 
correspondence of these resolutions to the North Bay Parry Sound District Health Unit, 
neighbouring municipalities, Victor Fedeli, MPP (Nipissing), Graydon Smith, MPP (Parry Sound-
Muskoka), John Vanthof, MPP (Timiskaming-Cochrane), the Honourable Doug Ford (Premier), 
the Honourable Merrilee Fullerton (Minister of Children, Community and Social Service), the 
Honourable Sylvia Jones (Minister of Health) and the Association of Local Public Health 
Agencies (alPHa), MP Anthony Rota, MP Scott Aitchison, MP Marc Serre, the Association of 
Municipalities of Ontario (AMO), and the Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM).   

Carried 

 

Clerks Note:  In respect of correspondence items D, E and G, motions of support will be     

brought forward to the next Regular Council meeting for consideration. 

 
13. Councillor Items  
 

Councillor Nash 

• Requested that Council review the 2023 Regular Council meeting schedule 

at the April 4, 2023 Council meeting 

 

Councillor Lamb   

• Noted that the Thrift Shop will be open April 1 

Saturday and Sunday until July 

Friday, Saturday and Sunday for July and August 

Saturday and Sunday September and October 

Close, October 29 
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Councillor Woods 

• Asked about updating the sign on the Bunny Trail now that the snow is 

diminishing and the possibility of a street light at Whitestone Waterfront Park 

 

14. Questions from the Public 
 

15. Confirming By-law 
 

Resolution No. 2023-146 
Moved by: Councillor Scott Nash  
Seconded by: Councillor Brian Woods 

 

THAT By-law 22-2023 Being the Confirmatory By-law for the Council meeting of Tuesday, 

March 21, 2023, be given a First, Second, Third and final reading and is passed as of this 

date. 

Carried 

16. Adjournment 
 

Resolution No. 2023-147 
Moved by: Councillor Janice Bray 
Seconded by: Councillor Brian Woods  

 

WHEREAS the business of this Meeting has concluded; 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT this meeting be adjourned at 10:32 p.m.  

until the Special Council meeting of Monday March 22, 2023 at 3:00 a.m. or at the call of 

the chair.  

 Carried 

 
 
 
___________________________________________________ 
George Comrie                Mayor 
 
 
 
___________________________________________________ 
Michelle Hendry    CAO/ Clerk 
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Special Council Meeting Minutes 
Monday, March 22, 2023, 3:00 p.m. 

Zoom Video/Telephone Conferencing  
 

 
Present:   George Comrie, Mayor 

Janice Bray, Councillor 
Joe Lamb, Councillor  
 Scott Nash, Councillor (left meeting 4:43 pm, returned 4:49 pm) 
Brian Woods, Councillor 

 
Staff:   Michelle Hendry, CAO/Clerk 
    

Maneesh Kulal, Treasurer 
Barb Cribbett 
Dave Creasor, Manager of Public Works 
Bob Whitman, Fire Chief 

 
Guest:   Eva Fincham, CAO Whitestone Library and Technology Centre 
   Peggi Woehl, Chair, Whitestone Library Board 
 
 
1. Roll Call and Call to Order 

The Chair commenced roll call and called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m. 
 
2. Disclosure of Pecuniary Interest 

Mayor Comrie requested that any pecuniary interest be declared for the record.   
Councillor Nash declared a pecuniary interest in respect of Line Item 16-440-4 Road 
Grant of the Budget discussion. 
 

3. Approval of the Agenda  
 
Resolution No. 2023-148 
Moved by: Councillor Brian Woods 
Seconded by: Councillor Janice Bray 
 

WHEREAS the Members of Council have been presented with an Agenda for this 
meeting; 
 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Agenda for this meeting be adopted as presented  
 

Carried 
  

Page 44 of 159 

7.1.2



 

Special Council Meeting Minutes – March 22, 2023  Page 2 of 3 

  

4. Committee of the Whole 
 

Resolution No. 2023-149 
Moved by: Councillor Joe Lamb 
Seconded by: Councillor Janice Bray 

 
   Adjourn to Committee of the Whole 
 

 THAT this meeting move into Committee of the Whole at 3:06 p.m. 
Carried 

4.1 Staff Report FIN-2022-04 
Draft 2023 Operating and Capital Budget 

 
Recess  
 
Resolution No. 2023-150 
Moved by: Councillor Janice Bray 
Seconded by: Councillor Joe Lamb  

 
Curfew 
 
THAT Council hereby continues its Council Meeting past the allotted time of three and a 
half (3½) hours and continue for an additional one-half (1/2) hour 

Carried 
 

Resolution No. 2023-151 
Moved by: Councillor Brian Woods 
Seconded by: Councillor Joe Lamb 
 

Reconvene to Regular Meeting  
 
THAT this meeting be reconvened to a Regular Meeting at 6:58 p.m. 

Carried 
 

Resolution No. 2023-152 
Moved by: Councillor Joe Lamb  
Seconded by: Councillor Brian Woods 

 
5. Confirming By-law 

 
THAT By-law 22-2023 Being the Confirmatory By-law for the Special Council meeting of 
Wednesday, March 22, 2023, be given a First, Second, Third and final reading and is 
passed as of this date. 

Carried 
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Resolution No. 2023-153 
Moved by: Councillor Janice Bray 
Seconded by: Councillor Brian Woods  

 
6.     Adjournment 

 
WHEREAS the business of this Meeting has concluded; 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT this meeting be adjourned at 6:59 p.m.  
until the Special Council meeting of March 30, 2023 at 3:30 p.m.  

Carried 
 
 
___________________________________________________ 
George Comrie                     Mayor 
 
 
___________________________________________________ 
Michelle Hendry     CAO/ Clerk 

Page 46 of 159 



Whitestone Recreation Committee     Page 1 of 3 
January 12, 2023 
 

 
 

Minutes of the Recreation Committee meeting  
held on Thursday, January 12 2023 at 7:00 p.m.  
at the Whitestone Library & Technology Centre 

 
 
 
Present: George Comrie, Mayor   
    Deborah Comrie 
    Tanya Fraser 
    Jan Hill 
    Carol McClellan 
  
Regrets: Rebecca Green 
    Jessica Ann Dryer 
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

Tanya Fraser called the meeting to order at 7:07 p.m. 
 
2. DISCLOSURE OF PECUNIARY INTEREST & GENERAL NATURE THEREOF:   
None 
 
3. ADOPTION OF AGENDA 
2023-01RC  Moved by:  Jan Hill 

Seconded by: Carol McClellan 
 
WHEREAS the members of the RecreationCommittee have been presented with 
the Agenda for this meeting; 
 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Agenda for this meeting be adopted as presented 
and circulated.  

Carried 
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
2023-02RC  Moved by:  Deborah Comrie  

Seconded by: Carol McClellan 
 
WHEREAS the Thrift Shop Committee is in receipt of the minutes of the previous 
meeting; 
 
AND WHEREAS there are no errors, omissions or amendments; 
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BE IT RESOLVED THAT the minutes of the meeting held December 8, 2022 be 
adopted as presented and the reading thereof dispensed with. 
 

Carried 
5. PRESENTATIONS - None 
 
6. REPORTS / CORRESPONDENCE 

a. Movie Night 
Deborah reported that there was a decent turnout (12 people – mostly teens) for the 
movie despite foggy/rainy weather advisories. 

b. Christmas Secret Santa Shopping 
Those who were present at the event reported that it was a success, with a good turn-
out of families and volunteers with lots of gifts to choose from. We will try to gather ac-
tual numbers and the disposition of remaining items for a future report.  

c. Gingerbread Contest 
Eva will provide a report once the judging is complete.  

d. Popcorn Machine 
George advised that a popcorn machine and supplies for use at movie and game 
nights and other events are on order, to be delivered early in the new year.  

 
7. NEW BUSINESS 

 
a. Movie Night: Monday February 20th (Family Day) 

In collaboration with the Library.  
b. Year-end report 

George would like to present a report to Council regarding recreation activities in 2022 
and requested that a list be compiled. 

c. Purchasing process 
A more formal purchasing process was discussion in conjunction with the event plan-
ning template.  

d. Budget 
At the request of the municipality, an item ($5000) was added to the budget for the 
swimming lessons. 
 

e. Election of Chair 
2022-03 RC Moved by:  Jan Hill 

Seconded by: Deborah Comrie 
That Tanya Fraser continue in her role as Chair for the 2023 year.  

Carried 
f. Election of Secretary 

Moved by:  Carol McClellan 
Seconded by: Jan Hill 

 
That Deborah Comrie continue in her role of secretary for the 2023 year. 

Carried 
 

8. ADJOURNMENT 
2022-04RC  Moved by:   Jan Hill    

Seconded by:  George Comrie 
 
WHEREAS the business of this Meeting has concluded; 
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BE IT RESOLVED THAT this Meeting be adjourned until the next regular 
meeting or call of the chair.    

 
 
Tanya Fraser          Deborah Comrie 
______________________________   ___________________________________ 
Tanya Fraser, Chair        Deborah Comrie, Secretary 
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Minutes of the Recreation Committee meeting  

held on Thursday, February 23 2023 at 7:00 p.m.  
at the Whitestone Library & Technology Centre 

 
Present: George Comrie   
    Deborah Comrie 
    Tanya Fraser 
    Jan Hill 
    Carol McClellan 
    Eva Fincham 
  
Regrets: Rebecca Green 

    Jessica Ann Dryer 
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

Tanya Fraser called the meeting to order at 7:10 p.m. 
 
2. DISCLOSURE OF PECUNIARY INTEREST & GENERAL NATURE THEREOF:   
None 
 
3. ADOPTION OF AGENDA Carol 
2023-05RC  Moved by:  Jan Hill 

Seconded by: Carol McClellan 
That the agenda of the meeting of February 23 2023 be approved as amended. 

 
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
2022-06RC  Moved by :  Deborah Comrie  

Seconded by: George Comrie 
That the minutes of the meeting of January 12 2023 be approved as circulated. 

 
5. PRESENTATIONS - None 
 
6. REPORTS / CORRESPONDENCE 

a. Family Day 
Tanya reported that there was a great turnout (34 people) for the activities and movie. 

b. Dance Fitness 
Mel reported that she had a great turnout for the class and thinks it went very well.   

c. Walk Fit 
Deferred. 

d. Parents & Peewees 
Deferred.  
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7. NEW BUSINESS 

a. March Break 
Eva reported that we have multiple collaborative events during the March Break. 
Tuesday – crafts and things 
Wednesday – crafts and games 
Friday – board games + movie for younger children.  
Saturday – Minecraft, STEM & D&D. 

b. Fishing Derby – library has Ice Fishing Activity Bag for handout. 
Deborah to email Michelle to restock supplies. 
Pancake breakfast 9am. At 11:30, we will take over from Agricultural Society and do face 
painting and popcorn 

c. Christmas Craft Sale 
Jan reported that she has booked her Craft Sale on November 3-4, 2023.  

 
8. ADJOURNMENT 
2022-06RC  Moved by:  Jan Hill    

Seconded by:  George Comrie 
WHEREAS the business of this Meeting has concluded; 

 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT this Meeting be adjourned until the next regular 
meeting on March 23, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. or at the call of the chair.    

 

Tanya Fraser          Deborah Comrie 
______________________________   ___________________________________ 
Tanya Fraser, Chair        Deborah Comrie, Secretary 
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WHITESTONE PUBLIC LIBRARY AND TECHNOLOGY CENTRE 
LIBRARY BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
 

DATE AND TIME Feb 22, 2023; 6:00 PM 

LOCATION Dunchurch Community Centre 

ATTENDEES 
B. Bell, J. Davis, C. Gorrie, M. Johnson, C. Lamb, J. Lamb, S. Wesley, P. 
Woehl 
Staff: E. Fincham 

REGRETS A. Anklewicz 

CALL TO ORDER P. Woehl called the meeting to order at 6:04 PM. 

 
DECLARATION OF CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
None 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
2023-11 Moved: C. Lamb 
Carried  Seconded: J. Davis 
  Be it resolved that the Agenda for this meeting be approved as amended. 
 
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
2023-12 Moved: J. Lamb 
Carried  Seconded: M Johnson 
  Be it resolved that the Consent Agenda be approved. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

Schedule A – Hours of Service, Fees, Fines, and Restrictions 
E. Fincham brought forward an amended Schedule A. Reference to Friday hours 
running from Victoria Day to Labour Day have been removed. Noted that annual 
fee for non-residents will need to be updated once an amount has been 
discussed and moved later in the year. 

2023-13 Moved: C. Lamb 
Carried  Seconded: J. Davis 
 
 
  Notetaker/Backup Secretary 

P. Woehl noted that in the past a board member has volunteered to take notes 
during meetings, which serve as a backup when drafting minutes. C. Gorrie 
volunteered to take notes, with C. Lamb standing by in case of absences. 
 
HR Committee Meeting Date 
P. Woehl provided copies of the CEO annual performance evaluation forms. She 
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asked board members to review the previous year’s evaluation before filling out 
the 2022 evaluation. She asks that board members return the forms by March 1, 
2023. After all of the forms have been submitted, the human resources 
committee will compile the results and review with E. Fincham. The committee 
to report back at the next meeting. 
 
Policy Committee Meeting Date 
E. Fincham to send example policies to the committee to review on March 1, 
2023 at 6:00 PM. Policy Committee will draft policies and report back to the 
board with recommendations. 
 
Advocacy Committee Meeting Date  
C. Lamb asked committee members to meet on March 1, 2023 at 5:00 PM. She 
asks committee members to take notes to bring forward to E. Fincham prior to 
the March board meeting. 

 
BUSINESS ARISING 
  Budget Update 

E. Fincham updated that the draft budget has been sent to the municipality.  
The board discussed upcoming council meeting dates to review the 2023 budget. 
 
Strategic Plan 
E. Fincham went over the notes provided by B. Fratarcangeli about the strategic 
planning process so far. The board discussed the SWOT analysis and mission 
statement work completed by the board in November. The board continued to 
workshop the mission statement.  
 
E. Fincham to arrange for the next strategic planning workshop with B. 
Fratarcangeli and will communicate potential dates to the board. 

 
CHAIR REPORT 
None 
 
Announcements and inquiries by a Board member 
C. Lamb noted that she has attended the Family Day activities at the community centre. The 
board discussed promoting the library for better visibility in the community, including a pop-up 
banner. 
 
UNFINISHED/ONGOING BUSINESS 

- Policy: Communications, to be drafted by the Policy Committee. 
- Policy: Art donations and display, to be drafted by the Policy Committee  
- Strategic Plan 
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QUESTION PERIOD FOR THE GENERAL PUBLIC 
None 
 
CLOSED SESSION 
None 
 
Next meeting will be held at 6:00 PM on March 22, 2023 @ Whitestone Public Library. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
2023-14 Moved: M. Johnson 
Carried: Seconded: C. Lamb 
Be it resolved that the meeting adjourned at 7:49 PM. 
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Whitestone Environmental Stewardship Committee Minutes 
March 21, 2023 

 

WESC2021 

Whitestone Environmental Stewardship Committee 

Regular Meeting, July 7, 2021 via Zoom 

 

DRAFT 
Minutes of the Whitestone Environmental Stewardship Committee meeting  

held on Tuesday, March 21, 2023 at 3:00 p.m.  
Mayor Armstrong Meeting Room Whitestone Public Library & Technology Centre,  

via Zoom Video Conferencing and Phone-In 
 

Present:  Ed Bennett 
  Councillor Janice Bray 

Lynn Brennan 
Margaret May 
Dennis Morrison 
Councillor Scott Nash 
 

Zoom:  Brad Parkes 
Andrew Bryne 
Paula Macri, Planning Assistant (left at 3:15 p.m.) 

 
 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

Councillor Scott Nash called the meeting to order at 3:08 p.m. 
 

2. INTRODUCTION OF MEMBERS 
 
Each member introduces themselves and spoke of their interest in the Environmental 
Stewardship Committee.  Members all agreed that contact information of Committee 
members can be exchanged with Committee Members. 

3. APPOINTMENTS 
 

3.1 Appointment of Whitestone Environmental Stewardship Committee 
Chairperson 

 
The Planning Assistant Paula Macri assumed the Chair at this point and called for 
nominations for the position of Chairperson. 
 
Councillor Margaret May volunteered to sit as Chair. 
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2023-01WESC Moved by Councillor Scott Nash 
   Seconded by Lynn Brennan 
 

THAT the Environmental Stewardship Committee appoints Margaret May 
to be the Chairperson for all meetings.     
        Carried 

 
3.2 Appointment of Whitestone Environmental Stewardship Committee  

Vice-Chair 
Dennis Morrison volunteered to sit as Vice-Chair. 

 
2023-02WESC Moved by Councillor Ed Bennett 
   Seconded by Lynn Brennan 
 

THAT the Environmental Stewardship Committee appoints Dennis 
Morrison to be the Vice-Chair.      
        Carried 

 
3.3 Appointment of Whitestone Environmental Stewardship Committee 

Recording Secretary 
Councillor Janice Bray volunteered to be the Recording Secretary. 

 
2023-03WESC Moved by Councillor Ed Bennett 
   Seconded by Lynn Brennan 
 

THAT the Environmental Stewardship Committee appoints Councillor 
Janice Bray as the Recording Secretary.     
        Carried 

 
4. DISCLOSURE OF PECUNIARY INTEREST 

Margaret May requested that any pecuniary interest be declared for the record.  None 
declared. 
 

5. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 
2023-04WESC Moved by Councillor Scott Nash 
   Seconded by Dennis Morrison 
 

WHEREAS the members of the Environmental Stewardship Committee 
have been presented with the Agenda for this meeting; 

 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Agenda for this meeting be adopted as 
presented with the following amendments: 
 
9.3  Brief summary of the projects/initiatives from the previous 2021-

2022 term of the Committee  
9.4 ICECAP 
        Carried 

6. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

7. PRESENTATIONS 
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8. REPORT/CORRESPONDENCE 
 

9. DISCUSSIONS 
 

9.1 Review of Terms of Reference 
 The Committee reviewed the existing Terms of Reference and the following 

are revisions that were agreed upon by the Committee members for 
Council review and approval. 
 

RECOMMENDATION TO COUNCIL 
TERMS OF REFERENCE 

2023-05WESC Moved by Councillor Scott Nash 
 Seconded by Lynn Brennan 
 

WHEREAS the members of the Environmental Stewardship Committee 
have been presented with and accepted the Terms of Reference as 
amended, stating: 

 
2.   Key Duties and Responsibilities 
Remove: 2.4 Train Volunteers 

 
3. Constituency & Qualifications of Committee /Task Force Members 
Remove:  1 (i) 
Amend:  (iii)  remove nine (9) and insert twelve (12). 
 
Add:   
3.3 Encourage representation from the following:  
 

lake associations, conservation associations, road associations, 
community organization, First Nations, members of the public and 
others. 
 

4.  Chair, Vice Chair and Recording Secretary 
Add:  Duties of the Secretary 

 Record Committee meetings 
 Submit draft meeting minutes to Municipal Staff in advance 

of the next meeting. 
 Arrange and run zoom meetings. 

 
6.  Quorum  
Amend:  5 members to 50% +1 member 

Carried  
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9.2 Projects for 2022-2026 

General discussion on what the Committee would like to do during the next term.  
The following are committee members’ comments: 
 

 continue the work that was started in the last term. 
 do more work on the trail systems 
 community outreach 
 continuing more work on the monarch pledge 
 lake plans 
 septic systems 
 water quality 
 fish – stocking/habitat increasing for fish stocks.  
 shoreline preservation  
 preservation and enhancement of the environment 
 ecological preservation 
 sustainability, responsibility, positive force to benefit everyone, where we 

are not putting pressure on another area 
 look at it as a whole watershed. 

 
9.3 Brief summary of the projects/initiatives from the previous 2021-2022 term of the 

Committee  
 
The following is a list of the seven projects/initiatives from the pervious 2021-2022 
term of the Committee: 
 
1. Mayor's Pledge/Monarch Butterfly Habitat Action Items/Recommendations to  
    Council  
2. Blue Green Algae Education and Prevention  
3. Canadian Geese Control 
4. Invasive Species  
5. Septic Health 
6. Lake Management Plan research.  
7. Walking Trails -Signage and Environmental Education 

 
The Committee did educational work and provided information to be included in 
the Municipal’s newsletters.  Several of the items were addressed. 
 
There are several items which are still on-going i.e. septic systems, Lake 
Management planning, signage, and environmental education. 
 
Scott will contact the past Chair and find out if access to the Google Drive with 
documents and a chart of all the lakes is available 

 
9.4 ICECAP 

Janice Bray updated the Committee on where our Municipality is at and will bring 
more information to the next meeting. 
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10. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
Signs at the Whitestone Public Library & Technology Centre 

 Former Committee members do not recall endorsing the “No Idling” signs. 
 
 
 
NEXT MEETING 
 
This Committee will meet on the 3rd Tuesday of every month at 3:00 p.m.  except for the 
month of April.  The April meeting will be held on April 17th at 3:00 p.m.   The location to 
be determined. 
 
Meeting schedule is tentative and may change. 
 

11. ADJOURNMENT 
 

2023-06WESC Moved by Lynn Brennan 
 Seconded by Ed Bennett 

 
This meeting be adjourned at 5:20 p.m. until the call of the Chair. 

 
Carried 

 
__________________________________________________ 
Margaret May                                   Chair 
 
 
___________________________________________________ 
Janice Bray     Recording Secretary 
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Environmental Stewardship Committee  
 

 

Terms of Reference 

 

1. Purpose 
 

1. To address environmental concerns within the Municipality of Whitestone, and to 
coordinate and assist efforts of the various conservation and lake associations within its 
bounds that have complementary mandates.  
 

2. Key Duties and Responsibilities  
 

1. Define common conservation issues, objectives, and priorities; 
 

2. Define common measurements (e.g., of water quality);  
 

3. Share their issues, knowledge, and experience; 
 

4. Train volunteers; 
 

5. Develop and maintain environmental stewardship work plans;  
 

6. Collaborate to achieve common objectives; 
 

7. Make recommendations to Council regarding support for new and existing conservation 
initiatives; 

 
8. Measure and report progress against objectives; 

 
9. Advocate and communicate to the community on environmental issues. 

 
3. Constituency & Qualifications of Committee /Task Force Members 

 
1. Members to be appointed by Council as follows: 

 (i) One (1) to be nominated by each of the following organizations: 
• Fairholme Lake  
• Gooseneck Lake Property Owners Association  
• Harris Lake and South Magnetawan Cottagers Association 
• Limestone Lake  
• Lorimer Lake Cottage Association 
• Magnatawan Pioneer Association  
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• Shawanaga Lake  
• WahWashKesh Conservation Association 
• Whitestone Conservation Association 

 
(ii) Maximum two (2) members of Council; 
(iii) Maximum three (3) additional members of the public. 

 
2. Appointees should have an interest in environmental conservation and should be 

prepared to act as liaison with, and to enlist the support of volunteers within, their 
respective organizations. 

 
4. Chair and Vice Chair 

 
1. Chair and Vice Chair to be selected by Task Force members at first meeting and 

ratified by Council. 
 

2. Duties of Chair: 
• Schedule and convene meetings of the Committee 
• Chair meetings of the Committee 
• Present brief progress / status reports to Council as appropriate or 

requested 
• Maintain vitality of Committee roster through succession planning. 
 

3. Duties of Vice Chair: 
• Chair Committee meetings in absence of Chair 
• Assist Chair as required  

 
5. Term of Appointments 

1. Term of Council 
 

2. In the event of a member’s resignation or inability to serve, a replacement will be 
sought for the balance of the Council term. 

 
3. No term limits will be imposed; however, succession planning will be completed 

at the end of each Council term.  
 

6. Quorum 
1. 5 members 

 
7. Meeting Frequency & Time Commitment 

 
1. The Committee will meet in person or by teleconference as required to advance 

its work plan in a timely manner.  Setting the next meeting date will be an agenda 
item for each regular meeting.  

2. In addition to regularly scheduled meetings, the Committee may hold special 
meetings (for example, for site visits). 

3. The estimated time commitment for Committee members, including preparation 
for meetings, is four (4) hours per month. 

4. Mutually convenient meeting times will be determined by the Chair in 
consultation with the Committee members.   

5. Teleconferencing / videoconferencing facilities may be made available for 
members unable to attend in person.  
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8. Operational year time frame 

 
1. January – December     

 
9. Staff Support / Advisor(s) 

 
1. To be determined, as required. 
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                                                                    WHITESTONE FIRE RESCUE 

                                         Requirements for Public works to burning brush at Municipal landfill sites  

                                                                Located on York street and on Aulds Road 

To: Mayor and Council 

Date: April 4, 2023 

From :Bob Whitman Fire Chief 

Cc: Dave Creasor  

Here are the requirements if it is the intend to burn at Auld’s Road , or York Street, that will be followed 

by the public works at all times. 

Things to consider it’s is possible to be in a fire ban for a month or more, so Public work would need a 

backup plan so the brush piles do not become too high as to create a fire safety hazard.  

The Cost to extinguish a fire at the dump on the wood side with no extension to the Bush or garbage 

could cost up wards $10,000 a day or more. 

Cost could be $15,000 to $20,000 a day if the fire spread to the bush and MNRF was called in, to assist 

with the fire, if the garbage side was to have a fire this would create an   Environment hazard ,then the 

Ministry of the Environment would need to be called in . 

It is safer to chip than to burn, if Council approves Public works to burn than here are the conditions to 

burn. 

  1)  Shell have a sand berm around area where brushed is to be burned, and high enough and far 

enough away from the garbage.  

  2) Only wood and wood by products to be burned. 

  3) The Fire shell be attended by a responsible person until the fire is extinguished completely. 

 4) The person attending the fire shall have on site the means to control the fire at all times ie (Backhoe 

or Excavator) and means to call for help (cell phone or Radio). 

 5) Have a fire permit issued by the Fire Chief and notify the Fire Chief or his or her designate the day be 

for you intend to burn.   

 6) Cannot Burn if the Fire Danger rating is High. 

  7) Ca not burn in a Fire Ban, or Restricted Fire Zone.  

  8) Smoke will need to be controlled as not to interfere with residence near the dumps. 

  9) Anything to do with fire safety or workers safety that the Fire Chief or Road Superintendent deems 

necessary.  

 Thanks you Bob Whitman, Fire Chief 
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21 Church Street 
Dunchurch, Ontario P0A 1G0 

Phone:  705-389-2466   Fax: 705-389-1855 
 

www.whitestone.ca 
E-mail:  info@whitestone.ca 

MEMORANDUM 

To: Mayor and Council 

From: Dave Creasor, Manager of Public Work 

Date: April 04, 2023 

Re: Grinding at Auld Landfill 

 
Overview  
Grinding at Aulds Landfill reduces the volume of bulk material going into the landfill footprint.  
 
Recommendation:  
THAT the Council the Municipality of Whitestone continues to support grinding at Aulds 
Landfill for the processing of bulk waste products including brush and wood, to be used as 
cover for waste for landfills.  

Background  
Aulds Landfill accepts wood/brush products and other bulk waste items. York Landfill does not 
accept wood/brush.  

In early winter of 2021 the Public Works had a controlled fire at the Aulds Landfill to deal with 
some of the brush. Public Works was not able to get the fire hot enough to be productive and 
burn clean. There was a great deal of smoke and Public Works struggled to keep it going. There 
was little reprieve from the blanket of smoke, which hung heavy in the air like a smog caused by 
the breezeless conditions. There were complaints of heavy smoke from local ratepayers of the 
smoke filling the air and creeping into their houses.  

In fall of 2021 an Industrial Grinder was brought in to grind bulk wood. The wood chips were 
used as cover.  

In 2022 a strong wind storm passed through Whitestone causing damage to trees. Council 
directed staff to waive tipping fees for brush at Aulds for the duration of the clean up from the 
windstorm. In 2022 Auld Landfill began slowly to divert bulk treated wood items into the grinding 
pile. Other bulk waste items have been diverted to the grinding pile. In 2022 the grinding took 
longer to complete than in 2021 due to the volume of brush and stumps received from the 
windstorm, driving the cost up. 
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The Municipality of Magnetawan who had been struggling with keeping up with burning of their 
brush, took notice of Whitestone’s grinding process and has received budget approval for 
grinding in 2023. A joint tender with Magnetawan and Whitestone is planned for 2023 
requirements.  

Analysis: 
Industrial grinding in a Landfill includes bulk plastics, wood (clean and treated), rubber, 
polystyrenes and similar materials can be immediately reduced to a mere fraction of their 
original size and be used a cover material. Bio-degradable products will decompose faster after 
shredding. Shredding also allows those materials that will end up buried forever in landfills to be 
compacted into a much smaller space with fewer voids. Reduction of volume going into the 
landfill extends the life of the landfill. The product left over from grinding is a bulky fibrous 
material is used for cover in the landfill.  

Woodchips offer a bulking of material allowing air to reach organic food waste aiding in the 
microbes to breakdown organic waste. This process speeds up the process of breaking down 
organic waste in our landfill. Organic waste (wood chips, organic food waste) when it breaks 
down reduces volume in our landfill foot print.  

Items not suitable for grinding: steel, fabric (ravel up in grinder), stones/masonary, stumps 
(slows production down and drives up costs) 

The Municipality is permitted under the C of A (Certificate of Approval) for Aulds Landfill to burn 
clean virgin wood. This may be revoked by the MOECC (Ministry of Environment and Climate 
Change) at any time. Burning shall not cause a nuisance or contain any contaminated materials 
such a treated wood product. Risks while burning at the landfill include methane from the waste 
igniting the waste, should the waste catch fire there are unknown toxins in the waste that the 
Fire Department would be exposed to.  

The Municipality is permitted under the C of A (Certificate of Approval) to use grinding material 
as cover for the landfill. Use of grinding materials as cover is a common practice to reduce the 
overall volume in the landfill footprint extending the life of the landfills.  

Carrying out a controlled hot fire requires resources (excavator, water truck), and multiple days 
of around the clock staff to complete per fire (estimated 40 hours per fire). This work needs to 
be completed outside the hot dry period of summer. These are the shoulder seasons. Fall and 
spring seasons are when Public Works are preparing roads for spring, completing projects and 
preparing for winter.  Staff would need to separate clean virgin wood to be burned.  

End 
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21 Church Street 

Dunchurch, Ontario P0A 1G0 

Phone:  705-389-2466   Fax: 705-389-1855 

 

www.whitestone.ca 
E-mail:  info@whitestone.ca 

 

MEMORANDUM 
To: Mayor and Council 

 
From: Judith Meyntz, Deputy Clerk 

c. Michelle Hendry, CAO/Clerk 
 

Date: March 21, 2023 
 

Re: Shared Chief Building Inspector Services 

 
Background 
 
The Municipality of Whitestone has shared Chief Building Inspector services with the Township 
of McKellar for many years.  The agreement in effect through By-law with the Township of 
McKellar is By-law 37-2000.  The agreed upon rate at that time was $25.00 per hour.  On 
November 6, 2017, Council approved resolution #2017-449 which changed the hourly rate to 
$38.00 for the shared services.   
 
The Township of McKellar is agreeable to continuing these services with the Municipality of 
Whitestone and as such, we completed an agreement between the Municipality and Township 
laying out the details of the shared services. 
 
 
Relationship 
 
Each Municipality/Township will invoice the other for shared services in the absence of their 
respective Chief Building Official (CBO).  The rate of pay will be the CBO’s usual rate of pay  
Travel will be reimbursed at the respective rate per kilometer for each Municipality. 
 
Advanced notice will be given ahead of time for the shared services; however, it is understood 
that advanced notice may not always be possible in the case of an emergency or unexpected 
unavailability by either party.  
 
 
Recommendation 
 
THAT the Council of the Municipality of Whitestone does hereby agree to enter into a five (5) 
year agreement with the Township of McKellar for shared Chief Building Official services 
according to the attached agreement and position description. 
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SCHEDULE “A” 

 

 

TO BY-LAW NO   -2023 

 

THIS AGREEMENT made in duplicate this ____ day of ______________, 2023 

 

BETWEEN: 

 

THE CORPORATION OF THE MUNICIPALITY OF WHITESTONE 

Hereinafter Referred to as the “Municipality” 

 

-and- 

 

THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MCKELLAR 

Hereinafter Referred to as the “Township” 

 

 

WHEREAS section 5(3) of the Municipal Act, 2001 states that municipal power, including a 

municipality’s capacity, rights, powers and privileges, shall be exercised by by-law, unless the 

municipality is specifically authorized to do otherwise; 

 

AND WHEREAS Section 3(2) of the Ontario Building Code Act, 1992, S.O. 1992, c. 23, as 

amended, states that the council of each municipality shall appoint a chief building official and 

such inspectors as are necessary for the enforcement of this Act in the areas in which the 

municipality has jurisdiction; 

 

WHEREAS the Municipality of Whitestone desires to enter into a shared contract for a Deputy 

Building Inspector, and the Township of McKellar would like to enter into a similar agreement 

whereby the services of a Deputy Building Inspector are shared between the two municipalities 

during absences of either Municipality/Township’s Chief Building Inspector; 

 

AND WHEREAS both the Municipality and the Township mutually desire to enter into a new 

contractual relationship as outlined in this Agreement; and detailed in the attached Appendix A – 

Position Description; 

 

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the premises and the mutual agreements hereinafter 

contained, the parties mutually agree as follows; 
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1. PURPOSE 

 

The purpose of this Agreement is to ensure coverage of a Deputy Building Inspector during the 

absences of the Chief Building Inspector of each party; 

 

The two Parties agree to enter into this Agreement for shared Deputy Building Inspector services 

between the Municipality/Township to offer coverage during absences of either parties’ Chief 

Building Inspector.   

 

 

2. TERM OF AGREEMENT AND EARLY TERMINATION 

 

The term of this Agreement shall be for five (5) years commencing on ____________, 2023 (the 

“Term”).  This Agreement will automatically come to an end at the end of the Term with no further 

obligations owed by either party other than to pay the other party the total amount owing under 

any outstanding invoices for services provided up to the end of the Term. 

 

Either party may end this Agreement by providing the other party with thirty (30) days notice in 

writing.   

 

 

3. DUTIES AND RELATIONSHIP 

 

When requested and subject to availability, each party will provide services for the other party as 

per the attached Position Description (attached as Appendix A).  Advance notice of up to a week 

is preferred to ensure that each Deputy Building Inspector is available. 

 

Every effort will be made to plan ahead and schedule the requirements for the Deputy Building 

Inspectors by both parties however, it is recognized that, advanced notice may not always be 

possible in the case of an emergency or unexpected unavailability of the primary Chief Building 

Inspector. 

 

The Deputy Building Inspector continues to be employed by their respective Municipality/ 

Township and are not an employee of the other Municipality/Township during the time of providing 

services as a Deputy Building Inspector.  Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed so as to 

imply that the Deputy Building Inspector is an employee of either the Municipality or Township nor 

impose any liability on the other party that would arise from any employer-employee relationship. 
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4. REMUNERATION 

 

Both parties will be invoiced by the other party for time spent and mileage utilized by the Deputy 

Building Inspector.  Time will be invoiced at the current hourly rate of pay of each respective 

Municipality/Township.   

 

Mileage l will be paid at the current rate of mileage by each party.  Mileage is tracked and paid 

from the point that the Deputy Building Inspector leaves their main office and returns once 

inspection is complete. 

 

The submission of invoices will be prepared by either the Municipality or Township and submitted 

in a timely manner to ensure that the costs are realized close to the month of services provided. 

 

5. ENTIRE AGREEMENT 

 

This document constitutes the entire Agreement between the parties.  There are no other 

agreements, understandings, representations, or warranties, either collateral, or otherwise.  This 

Agreement replaces any previous agreements between the parties. 

 

 

SIGNED BY THE PARTIES: 

 

MUNICIPALITY OF WHITESTONE   TOWNSHIP OF MCKELLAR 

 

 

________________________________ ______________________________ 

George Comrie, Mayor David Moore, Mayor 

 

 

________________________________ ______________________________ 

Michelle Hendry, CAO/Clerk Ina Watkinson, Clerk/Administrator 
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 APPENDIX A 

P a g e  1 | 1 
Job Description updated October 2021 

 

  
 
 
 

DEPUTY BUILDING OFFICIAL 
JOB DESCRIPTION  

 

IMMEDIATE SUPERVISOR: 
 

     Chief Administrative Officer/Clerk (Municipality) or Clerk/Administrator (Township) 

JOB RESPONSIBILITIES: 
 

1. Conducts building inspections and records all findings of inspection. 
 

2. Responds to enquiries involving provincial building legislation, giving out information and 
resolving problems. 
 

3. Interprets building codes as the Deputy Building Official. 
 

4. Represents the Municipality/Township in discussions with the public, other agencies, other 
governments. 

 
5. Develops and maintains strong working relationships with professional groups, staff and the 

public, delivering high quality customer service. 
 

6. Records daily activities for future reference. 
 

7. Tracks key information such as data regarding building permits. 
 

8. Complies with the Municipality/Township policies and procedures. 
 

9. Provide information to your Municipality/Township of the inspections completed, hours spent, 
and kilometres travelled for billing purposes in a timely manner. 
 

 
 
 

Page 86 of 159 



BY-LAWS 

Page 87 of 159 



 

 
By-law No. 24-2023, Fees and Charges Amendments to 09-2022 Page 1 of  
 

THE CORPORATION OF THE MUNICIPALITY OF WHITESTONE 
 

BY-LAW NO. 24-2023 
________________________________________________________________ 

 
Being a By-law to Amend By-law No. 09-2022, Being a By-law to Establish Fees and 

Charges for services provided by the Municipality of Whitestone 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
WHEREAS Section 391(1) of the Municipal Act, 2001, S.O. 2001, c. 25, as amended, 
authorizes the Council of a local municipality to pass by-laws imposing fees or charges for 
services or activities provided or done by or on behalf of it; for costs payable by it for services 
or activities provided or done by or on behalf of any other municipality or local board; and 
for the use of its property including property under its control;  
  
AND WHEREAS Section 7 of the Building Code Act, 1992, S.O. 1992, c. 23, as amended, 
authorizes a municipal Council of a municipality to pass a By-law requiring the payment of 
fees on applications for and issuance of permits and prescribing the amounts thereof;  
 
NOW THEREFORE the Council of the Municipality of Whitestone hereby enacts the 
following amendments to By-law 09-2022:  
 
1. AMENDMENTS: 

1.1. Schedule B Landfill Rate and Fees 
 Rate of Yard Waste / Leaves / Brush increased to $20.00 per pickup load or 

trailer load.  
 

1.2. Schedule D Building Department Rate and Fees 
 Demolition Permit Fee lowered from $150.00 to $100.00. 
 Printing Fee for large drawings (Size 24” x 32”) added at the rate of $10.00 

per page. 
  
2. EFFECTIVE DATE:  This By-law shall come into force and take effect on passing of 

this By-law. 
 
 
Read a First and Second time this 4th day of April, 2023.  
 
____________________________________ 
Mayor                         George Comrie 
 
____________________________________ 
CAO / Clerk              Michelle Hendry  
  
Read a Third time and Passed, Signed and Sealed this 4th day of April, 2023. 
 
____________________________________ 
Mayor                           George Comrie 
 
____________________________________ 
CAO / Clerk           Michelle Hendry 
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SCHEDULE B

Landfill Rates and Fees
Fees are not subject to HST

Item Description Fee

Household Waste Household waste free of hazardous waste  Free 

Electronics Waste  Free 

Recyclables Plastic/Glass/Aluminum Cans etc.  Free 

Fibre (Newspaper, Cardboard etc)  Free 

Scrap Metals  Free 

Items with Refrigerant                                             

(refrigerant removal fee)
$15.00 each

Items of Furniture $15.00 each

Mattress small, (crib, twin) $10.00 each

Mattress, large (double, queen, king) $20.00 each

Vehicle Trunk Load $50.00

Pickup Truck or Trailer Load (Note 2) $100.00

Pickup Truck or Trailer Load (Note 2) $50.00

Small Household Quantities  (Note 3) Free

Yard Waste/Leaves/Brush  (Note 4) Pickup Truck or Trailer Load (Note 3)

Propane Tanks  actual cost 

Boats (Note 5)  Free 

Single Boat Wrap or Small Pool Liner $10.00

Large Pool Liner $30.00

Small Household Quantities  (Note 6)  Free 

Large Quantities (Note 6) $10.00

One per property  Free 

Replacement of lost card or additional cards per property $15.00

One-time pass for visitors $5.00 per bag

First Blue Box (new residents only)  Free 

Additional Blue Box  Actual cost 

 Note 7.  Tires are not accepted at Whitestone landfill sites.  

Note 1.  No Contractor construction / demolition debris will be accepted, including shingles.

Note 4.  No Contractor  yard waste, leaves, or brush will be accepted.

Note 3.  Approximate volume of 200 litres / 45 imperial gallons / 0.2 cubic metres or less.

Note 2.  Approximate volume of pickup truck / trailer load is 120 cubic feet or 3.3 cubic metres.  Landfill site attendants 

may use discretion in charging for larger or smaller volume loads 

Note 6.  Small quantities of plastic foam packaging will be accepted at no charge.  $10.00 charge is based on a volume 

of 200 litres / 45 imperial gallons / 0.2 cubic metres

Note 5.  Only metal hulled boats, completely stripped, maximum length 20 feet, will be accepted

Appliances and Furniture

Notes:

Styrofoam and Other Plastic Foams

Boat Wrap, Pool Liner

Landfill Access Permit Card

Blue Box Recycling Container

Sorted Household Construction/Demotion 

Waste                      -Auld's Road Site 

Only                                   (Note 1)
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SCHEDULE D
Building Department Rates and Fees

SAMPLE CALCULATION:

Building/ permit type Description
Calculation  factor for 

construction value
Notes

Single storey finished $140.00 Per sq. ft

Each additional storey incdlg walkout basements and 

finished non-walkout basements
$70.00 Per sq. ft

Garages, storage, boathouses $35.00 Per sq. ft

Porches,carports,sundecks, balconies $25.00 Per sq. ft

Solariums, sunrooms, bunkies, and garages 

(habitable/living space only)
$50.00 Per sq. ft

Principal building $95.00 Per sq. ft

Accessory $40.00 Per sq. ft

4 Designated Structures As per Div.A.1.3.1.1. OBC Based on cost Based on cost

5 Farm Buildings On land assessed for Farms $25.00 Per sq. ft

Full height $25.00 Per sq. ft

Crawl space,frost wall, piers $20.00 Per sq. ft

Construction/addition Per type of permit  (ie 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 or 6) See above Per sq. ft

Alteration, repair and installation Based on cost Based on cost

8 $150.00 Flat fee

9 Flat fee

10 $100.00 Flat fee

11 $100.00 Flat fee

12 $100.00 Flat fee

OTHER FEES  Fee Notes

13

Permit transfer, special 

inspection
Special inspection fee $100.00 Flat fee

14
Conditional Permit Fee plus additional fees based on class of construction $100.00 Flat fee

15
Alternative Solution Design Fee plus other applicable fees $200.00 Flat fee

16
Building without a permit At the Chief Building Official's discretion  Fees doubled

based on 

calculated fees

17
Revised drawings Fee per revised page $50.00 Flat fee

18
Inactive Permit

Fee per inspection after three (3) years or more from 

date of issuance of the Building Permit
$200.00 Flat fee

19 Application filed not processed

20 Application filed and processed

21 If less than $100

22
Road Damage Deposit

See Policy on municipal website.  Refund at the 

discresion of the Municipality
$1,000.00 Flat fee

23
Re-inspection (per incident)

Inspection requested and CBO arrives at job site and 

the Phase to be inspected is not ready. 
$50.00 Flat fee

Plumbing

Docks

Refunds- application for refund 

must be made within six (6) 

months of issuance of permit(s)

75% of Fee paid

50% of Fee paid

no refund

Change of use

The Chief Building Official may place a valuation on the cost of the proposed work as per Section 5 of the Whitestone By-law No. 32-2015.

1 Residential/Seasonal

2 Accessory Buildings

3
Commercial/Industrial/               

Institutional

6 Foundation-new or replacement

7

Chimney, fireplace, woodstove

Demolition

How Bulding Permit Fees are calculated:

The rate to be levied against each $1000.00 of construction value shall be $14.50 plus, a minimum base fee of $140.00.                               

Fees will be rounded to the nearest dollar.   Fees are not subject to HST

Residential Unit, with basement

 Main floor (2000 sq.ft x $140) + Basement (1800 sq.ft. x $70)  = $406,000

($406 x $14.50) + Base Fee $140 = $6,027 (Building Permit Fee)
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  Wah Wash Kesh Landings Task Force 
 
 

February 21, 2023Page 1 of 13Report to Council  

Report to Council with Recommendations 
 

Agenda Date:  04 April 2023                                                        Agenda Item: 11.1  
 
 

Subject: Paid and Enforced Parking at WahWashKesh Landings 

Prepared by:   George Comrie, Chair – WahWashKesh Landings Task Force 

 

Background 
 

The WahWashKesh Landings Task Force (WWKLTF) was formed on July 16th, 2018 by Council 
Resolution 2018-256, with a mandate “to investigate potential improvements to public parking 
and docking facilities on Wah Wash Kesh Lake”.  It’s Terms of Reference and Draft Work Plan 
were approved by Council on November 19th, 2018.  
 
Council appointed the following five members to the Task Force: 
 Councillor George Comrie (Chair) 
 Councillor Beth Gorham-Matthews 
 Jeanine Ferris 
 Dr. Mike Maceina 
 Ed Bennett Jr. 

 
Following the death of Mike Maceina on June 10th, 2020, Steve Rauh was nominated by the 
WahWashKesh Conservation Association (WWKCA) to take his place on the Task Force.  
Jeanine Ferris retired from the WWKCA Executive as of the Association’s AGM on July 30th, 
2022 and was replaced on the Task Force by Paul Thomson.  These appointments were 
confirmed by Council at its meeting on January 12th, 2023.  Beth Gorham-Matthews did not seek 
re-election to Council in 2022, and has been replaced on the Task Force by Councillor Scott 
Nash. 
 
At its regular meeting on April 19th, 2022 Council received the report of the Task Force 
(appended to this report) and passed the following resolutions (detailed at Appendix A): 
 THAT the Council of the Municipality of Whitestone does hereby receive the report 

of the WahWashKesh Landings Task Force dated April 19, 2021 regarding paid and 
enforced parking for information, and consider its recommendations. 

 THAT the Council of the Municipality of Whitestone does hereby approve in 
principle the introduction of paid and enforced parking at the WahWashKesh 
landings, as soon as practical. 

 THAT the Council of the Municipality of Whitestone does hereby request staff to 
bring forward an amendment to By-law 38-2016, being a By-law to regulate traffic 
and to govern and control the parking of vehicles within the Municipality of 
Whitestone, in support of the implementation of enforced parking at the 
WahWashKesh landings, as soon as practical. 
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 THAT the WahWashKesh Landings Task Force develop an implementation plan 
for paid and enforced permit parking at the WahWashKesh landings in cooperation 
with the WahWashKesh Conservation Association and Municipal staff. 

 THAT the WahWashKesh Landing Task Force negotiate a revised agreement with 
the WahWashKesh Conservation Association with respect to the WahWashKesh 
landings, following the WWKCA 2022 AGM, for ratification by Whitestone Council. 

 
 
Progress Since Last Report to Council on April 19th, 2022 
 
Since our last report to Council, the Task Force has continued to meet periodically to prepare for 
the implementation of paid and enforced parking at the WahWashKesh landings in time for the 
2023 summer season.  The following action items from the approved resolutions have now been 
addressed. 
 

 On-Line Parking System 
 

The application software vendor (Fractal SAAS, the same folks who produced our on-

line fire permitting system) is working towards having an application configured to our 

requirements available commencing May 1st, 2023. 

 

Of note, their proposal to us was to not charge a development or licence fee for the 

system (as they did with the fire permitting system) but instead to follow their preferred 

model of providing software as a service and retain 10% of the parking fees collected.  

Should Council decide to waive or significantly subsidize parking fees, it will be 

necessary to negotiate an alternative compensation scheme for the software vendor.      

 

 Parking and Docking Fees 

The subject of permit fees has received considerable discussion at Task Force 

meetings.  We reviewed fees charged for parking, boat launching, and docking on other 

lakes in cottage country.  These range from no permits or charges for use, to free 

parking passes (for municipal ratepayers only) at lake access points, to full charging for 

parking and use of boat launches.  The Task Force does not support permitting or 

charging anyone for temporary use of the boat launch or the docks, but does support 

time-based permitting for, and enforcement of, parking of vehicles, trailers, and boats on 

municipally controlled property.   

In the end, the consensus of the Task Force was that, if fees are to be charged for 

parking. They should initially be in the same range as the fees most recently charged by 

the WWKCA for its permits.  Like other fees covered under the Municipality’s Fees By-

Law, these fees would be reviewed annually and could be adjusted to reflect costs of 
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providing the services, including permitting, enforcement, and maintenance of the 

parking areas and docks.       

The following initial permit fee schedule could be used for 2023: 

 

CLASS OF 

PERMIT 

DURATION OF 

PERMIT 

COST PER 

VEHICLE ($) 

COST PER 

TRAILER ($)  

COST PER 

BOAT ($) 

Seasonal May 1st – 

October 31st 

75.00 37.50 50.00 

Weekly Any 8 days 25.00 12.50 17.50 

Weekend Any 3 days  10.00 5.00 N/A 

Daily Any 24 hours 5.00 2.50 N/A 

Winter Season November 1st – 

April 30th  

25.00 25.00 N/A 

 

Notes 

1 Use of the landing for less than 2 hours for purposes of boat launching / removal 

while the owner is present would be free (i.e., would not require a permit). 

2 Cost per boat is for mooring a boat at a designated mooring point on the shore 

adjacent to the Indian Narrows Landing.  

 

 Boat Parking 

The Task Force has discussed at length the perceived problem of boats being moored 

on the shore adjacent to the Indian Narrows Landing.  Most of these are small aluminum 

“car toppers”, some of which have been abandoned and/or are not seaworthy.  Some 

are simply left there year after year for occasional use by hunters and fishermen.  

Others are used by seasonal residents with water-access-only properties to access their 

properties at the beginning and end of the season, and for trips into town (e.g., Parry 

Sound) during the season. 

There are also a small number (3-4) of large work boats belonging to local contractors 

who work on the lake that are moored adjacent to the landing while the lake is open.    

Page 94 of 159 



  Wah Wash Kesh Landings Task Force 
 
 

Report to Council Page 4 of 13 February 21, 2023 

It should be noted that there is only a single dock (currently maintained by the WWKCA) 

at each of Bennett’s Bay and Indian Narrows Landings.  These docks are intended 

solely for loading and unloading, and boats are not permitted to be left tied to them 

overnight.  As a result, anyone who intends to leave their boat for a longer period pulls it 

up onto the shore, creating an unsightly mess, and in some cases interfering with the 

safe operation of the landing.  (See below.) 

 

The Task Force recognizes that there is a legitimate need for a small number of boats to 

be moored temporarily at Indian Narrows Landing (there is no space to accommodate 

this at Bennett’s Bay); however, there should be limits on where they can be moored 

and for how long, keeping in mind that there is space in the main upper permit parking 

area where they can be stored more securely for longer periods of time.  

It should also be noted that WahWashKesh Lodge continues to provide dedicated, 

secure docking slips for its customers on a demand basis.  Presumably the Municipality 

would not want to compete with such private marina services.    

 

 Parking By-Law 
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Whitestone’s existing traffic control (parking) by-law (38-2016) defines locations where 

parking of vehicles is prohibited or restricted, and provides for summonses to be issued 

under Part 3 of the Provincial Offences Act for contraventions of the by-law.  It also 

provides for the removal of illegally parked vehicles at the owner’s expense.  It does not, 

however, provide for permit parking or associated fees. 

 

A revised traffic control by-law has been drafted to include the following provisions: 

 Electronic issuance and extension of parking permits  

 Fees for permit parking (to be included in the Municipality’s Fees By-Law) 

 Restrictions on parking by location and vehicle type 

 Restrictions on the parking or abandonment of boats on Municipally controlled 

property 

 Offences under Parts 1 and 3 of the Provincial Offences Act 

and is currently being reviewed by legal counsel. 

Discussions with the Ministry of Natural Resource and Forestry are also ongoing with 

respect to the crown land use permits covering the lands on which the two landings and 

associated parking lots are situated.  We have been repeatedly assured that the 

Municipality can enforce its by-laws on crown lands within the Municipality; however, it 

may be advantageous for the Municipality to have specific rights in title to these lands 

for purposes of enforcement.  

   

 Enforcement 

As with other by-laws, Municipal By-Law Enforcement Officers are responsible for 

enforcement of the provisions of the parking by-law.  Enforcement will consist of periodic 

attendance at and inspection of the permit parking areas to identify vehicles or boats 

parked in areas where parking (of that vehicle type) is prohibited or where the required 

parking permit is not in force.  (Whether or not a valid parking permit is in force can be 

determined by the enforcement officer using a smart phone with the supervisory 

application installed.) 

In keeping with Whitestone’s usual practice for parking infractions, the offending vehicle 

or boat will be tagged with a warning notice advising the owner that the vehicle or boat 

is illegally parked, and that continued infractions may result in charges or removal of the 

vehicle at the owner’s expense.  Only in situations where the vehicle or boat is 

obstructing emergency vehicles or otherwise interfering with the safe operation of the 

landing - or in the case of abandonment of the vehicle or boat or repeated offences 

involving the same vehicle or boat - will it be removed.   
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The Task Force believes that, once the new electronic permitting system is fully 

operational, compliance will be high and the workload and cost associated with 

enforcement will be minimal.  Nevertheless, it will likely be necessary during the peak 

season to retain additional by-law enforcement personnel on a part-time basis.   The 

additional costs associated with these resources will be offset by the permit revenue.  

The Municipality is currently in the process of obtaining access to the MTO vehicle 

registration system to facilitate identifying owners of vehicles found in violation of the by-

law when follow-up is necessary.     

 

 Communications to Landing Users 

With the major upgrade to the Indian Narrows parking area that was completed in the 

fall of 2021, new signage was put in place designating specific areas for parking of 

vehicles with handicapped permits, vehicles with trailers, and detached trailers, and 

reminding users that permits are required.  This signage has resulted in improved 

access for users and greater efficiency in the use of the available space.    

Since its AGM last summer, the WWKCA has been communicating to its members that 

the transition to on-line parking permits sold through the Municipality will take place in 

2023.  Consistent with this plan, they are no longer selling the parking and lake access 

permits they previously offered.  

In response to these communications, a few WahWashKesh lake residents have 

objected on the grounds that they have never paid for parking or docking at the lake and 

have never experienced any related enforcement.  This reaction is an understandable 

response to change.  However, the Task Force believes that most users of the landings 

will accept the fairness, flexibility, and convenience of the new system, and that little if 

any enforcement will be required. 

 

 Agreement Between Municipality and WWKCA 

The Task Force is recommending the following amendments to the existing agreement 

between the Municipality and the Lake WahWashKesh Conservation Association 

(WWKCA) dated February 19th, 2019: 

 The Municipality will assume all financial responsibility for maintenance of the 

landings, including the docks, mooring areas, and parking areas. 

 The Municipality will enforce the provisions of its by-laws as they relate to the 

landings as required, in the opinion of the Municipality.  
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 The Municipality will maintain the on-line permitting system for use of the 

landings and will retain the permit revenue therefrom for use in maintaining the 

landings and associate enforcement activities.   

 The WWKCA will monitor the condition of the landings, including the docks, 

mooring areas, and parking areas, and report to the Municipality any unsafe 

conditions or infractions related to their use. 

 The WWKCA will cooperate with and assist the Municipality in encouraging 

orderly and responsible use of the landings, including their cleanliness / tidiness. 

 The Municipality will assume the cost of the following programs / activities 

currently underwritten by the WWKCA: 

- Maintenance of the HoboLinkTM water level monitoring system ($587.60); 

- Decoupling of the floating docks from their shore anchors each fall prior to 

freeze-up, and re-attaching them the following spring once water levels 

return to normal ($1,017); 

- Decoupling of the safety boom at the Andy Vurma Memorial WahWashKesh 

Dam each fall before freeze-up to avoid winter damage to the boom, and its 

reconnection in the following spring once water levels permit (included in 

$1,017 above); 

- Annual water quality testing on Lake WahWashKesh in accordance with 

established protocols ($2,700.).  

 

Rationale 

 

The situation with respect to lake access on WahWashKesh is unique among the lakes in the 

Municipality of Whitestone in terms of the volume of users of the lake access points.  These 

users consist primarily of: 

 

i) Cottagers (Whitestone ratepayers) whose properties lack road access, and their 

guests.  The majority of properties on the upper lake and in the narrows, and some in the 

big lake (approximately 150 in total, 4 of which are hunt camps with multiple concurrent 

users), do not now have, and likely never will have, road access.  As a result, they are 

dependent on the two public landings plus two private marinas for parking, docking, and 

boat launching facilities.   

It should be noted that almost all of these properties pre-existed the creation of the 

Municipality of Whitestone.  Their dependence on public landings is not a result of 

development that has taken place in the last 22 years, since the Municipality’s Official 

Plan requires new lots created without road access to have rights in title to dedicated 

private mainland parking and docking facilities.  
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ii) Members of the public at large who are vacationing on the lake and/or adjacent 

lakes in the Magnetawan River watershed for purposes of camping, out-tripping, 

fishing, or hunting.  We have no reliable estimates of the number of such public landing 

users, but at least during the peak season, the majority are unlikely to be  Whitestone 

ratepayers.    

 

The only other landing in the Municipality with a similar usage profile but much smaller volumes 

in Bolger Landing, which is the only access point for cottagers on Bolger, Kashegaba, and 

Whites Lakes.  The majority of properties on other large lakes in the Municipality have at least 

seasonal road access. 

 

While well established in more highly developed communities to the south, the concept of “user 

pay” for parking may seem out of place to some in a Municipality like Whitestone.  It is not, 

however, without precedent:  the Municipality charges an annual fee for users of a Municipally-

maintained parking area at the end of Farley’s Road to access their water-access-only properties 

on Whitestone Lake.   

 

The primary rationale for the charging of user fees is to offset, at least partially, the increasing 

costs of maintaining the public lake access points.  Parking at the WahWashKesh Landings has 

been expanded twice in recent years: 

 The original creation of the parking area at the top of Indian Narrows Road and the Indian 

Narrows Dock that was undertaken by the WWKCA and funded through the issuance of 

voluntary parking permits (approximate cost $25,000.), and 

 The expansion of the same area that was completed under the auspices of the Task 

Force in 2021-2022 and funded by the Municipality (approximate cost $45,000.). 

Recognizing that, within the current term of Council, 

 The upper parking area will need to be expanded again to occupy the balance of the 

existing Crown Land Use Permit area (approximate cost $40,000.), and 

 An additional or replacement dock will be needed at each of the two landings 

(approximate cost $15,000. each), and 

 All parking areas will require annual gravel treatment and grading, maintenance to 

signage and drainage, etc.,  

just the two WahWashKesh landings can be expected to make an ongoing annual demand on 

the Municipal budget of up to $20,000.   

With similar investments being made in public access points landings on other lakes in the 

Municipality, maintenance of public landings could soon become a significant item in the 

Municipal budget. 
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This reality begs the question:  Why should Whitestone’s property tax base cover the entire 

costs of the public lake access points when the majority of Whitestone ratepayers do not use 

them, and when many of their users are not Whitestone ratepayers at all?   

In response to the argument that all waterfront property owners pay municipal taxes, it must be 

noted that the inconvenience of a water-access-only property is offset by a lower property 

assessment relative to an equivalent waterfront property with road access.  For an average 

waterfront building lot, that difference is estimated to be at least $100,000. in today’s market 

(~$500. in taxes at Whitestone’s 2022 residential tax rate).  In that context, asking a water-

access-only property owner to pay ~$100. a year in parking fees does not seem all that 

unreasonable. 

The proposed system of paid, enforced permit parking should be revenue neutral, as parking 

fees collected would be expected to offset the costs associated with its operation and 

enforcement, as well as contributing to costs of maintaining the landings’ physical assets. 

 

Very recently, the suggestion has been made that users of parking areas at Whitestone public 

landings should not have to pay to park, and that the costs of upgrading and maintaining the 

landings should be borne by all Whitestone ratepayers.  

 

It is clear, however, that the majority of users of the WahWashKesh landings want to ensure that: 

 The landings are maintained by the Municipality and not by the lake association; 

 There is sufficient parking space available at peak times for those who need it to access their 

water-access-only properties; 

 The requirement to park different vehicle types in specific designated locations is enforced. 

With this in mind, Council could consider: 

(i) Electronic permitting as a tool for planning and enforcement, but without fees 

(i.e., free, similar to our outdoor burning permits) 

Advantages 

 Easy enforcement (vehicle / owner identified by permitting system)  

 Detailed information on usage by time and type of vehicle 

 Easy transition to paid permitting in the future 

Disadvantages 

 Negative impact on municipal budget of no cost recovery 

 

(ii) Electronic permitting as a tool for planning and enforcement, with each water-

access-only property receiving one free seasonal permit, and fees for all other 

users  
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Advantages 

 Easy enforcement (vehicle / owner identified by permitting system)  

 Detailed information on usage by time and type of vehicle 

 Some revenue from non-resident users and additional resident / guest vehicles 

Disadvantages 

 Impact on municipal budget of partial cost recovery  

 

(iii) Budgeting to ensure that sufficient parking and docking is always available at 

the landings such that permitting and regular enforcement are unnecessary. 

Advantages 

 Free for all users 

 No permitting system required 

 Minimal enforcement required 

Disadvantages 

 No information (beyond anecdotal) on usage by time and type of vehicle 

 More difficult enforcement (access to MTO Plate-to-Owner System required)  

 Larger parking areas required because no enforcement  

 Large negative impact on municipal budget  

 

Recommendations  
 

1) That Council receive and consider the report of the WahWashKesh Landings Task 

Force and consider its recommendations. 

2) That Council approve implementation of the system of enforced permit parking at 

the WahWashKesh Landings effective May 1st, 2023 as detailed in this report. 
 

3) That the schedule of parking fees be incorporated in the Municipality’s Fees and 

Charges By-Law for 2023 as set out in this report. 
 

4) That the revised Traffic Control (Parking) By-Law be brought forward for Council 

approval upon completion of its legal review. 
 

5) That the following items be included in the Municipality’s 2023 budgets: 
(i) $5,000. to cover the costs of the work programs to be assumed from the Lake 

WahWashKesh Conservation Association (operating, recurring) 

(ii) $5,000. for pylons and signage to increase efficiency of main upper parking area 

(one-time capital) 

(iii) $15,000. for additional dock at Bennett’ Bay Landing (capital)  

(iv) $40,000. to expand upper parking area within existing LUP (one-time, capital) 
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(v) An amount to be determined to discharge the Municipality’s obligations to the on-

line permitting system vendor if that system will not be used.  
 

6) That a by-law be prepared to authorize an amended agreement with the Lake 

WahWashKesh Conservation Association reflecting the terms recommended in 

this report.   

 

Next Steps 

 
1) Communicate with ratepayers (Municipal staff and WWKCA) 

2) Complete and test the on-line permitting application (Fractal SAAS, Task Force) 

3) Enact the revised Traffic Control (Parking) By-Law (Council) 

4) Enact the permit fees (Council) 

5) Arrange for enforcement (Municipal Staff) 

6) Update signage at landings (Municipal Staff) 

7) Commence selling permits - May 1st  (Fractal SAAS, Municipal Staff)   

8) Monitor implementation (Task Force)    

 
APPENDIX A 
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Report to Council with Recommendations 
 

Agenda Date:  19 April 2022                                                        Agenda Item:  14.1 

 
 

Subject: Paid and Enforced Parking at WahWashKesh Landings 

 

Background 
 

The WahWashKesh Landings Task Force (WWKLTF) was formed on July 16th, 2018 by Council 
Resolution 2018-256, with a mandate “to investigate potential improvements to public parking 
and docking facilities on Wah Wash Kesh Lake”.  It’s Terms of Reference and Draft Work Plan 
were approved by Council on November 19th, 2018.  
 
Council appointed the following five members to the Task Force: 

 Councillor George Comrie (Chair) 

 Councillor Beth Gorham-Matthews 

 Jeanine Ferris 

 Dr. Mike Maceina 

 Ed Bennett Jr. 
 
Following the death of Mike Maceina on June 10th, 2020, Steve Rauh was nominated by the 
WahWashKesh Conservation Association (WWKCA) to take his place on the Task Force.  
 
 
Progress to Date 
 
Commencing in February of 2019, the Task Force held several meetings via teleconference, as 
well as site visits, to determine requirements for parking and docking at the landings.   Based on 
these, a request was submitted to the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry to expand an 
existing crown land use permit (LUP) for a parking lot at the intersection of WahWashKesh 
Road and Indian Narrows Road.   LUP PS2019-0636-LUP001 was issued to the Municipality on 
December 12th, 2019, expanding that parking area to approximately 0.52 hectares. 
 
A sum of $45,000. was included in the Municipality’s 2020 capital budget to cover costs 
associated with clearing, grading, and surfacing (gravel) the additional space, along with 
improvements to the landing areas at Bennett’s Bay and Indian Narrows themselves.  Under the 
supervision of our Municipal Public Works Manager, this work was performed in the fall of 2020 
and spring of 2021 by contractors, with the assistance of Municipal Works staff.  A small amount 
of work remains to be completed this spring once the snow and ice are gone. 
 
With the physical renovations to the landings essentially complete, the Task Force turned its 
attention to the subject of parking enforcement.  For several years now, the WWKCA has sold 
annual seasonal parking permits for the parking areas at the landings.  Purchasers of these 
permits are supposed to display them on their vehicles or trailers parking permits; however, 
there is no provision for enforcement, and compliance is extremely low.  (Our audits on long 
weekends have found that fewer than 10% of vehicles parked at the landings display permits.) 

APPENDIX B
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At its Annual General Meeting on September 14th, 2021, WWKCA members passed a resolution 
calling on the Municipality to implement enforcement of parking at the WahWashKesh landings.  
This resolution was subsequently communicated in writing to Council in a letter dated February 
7th, 2022 and included in Correspondence at the January 15th, 2022 Council meeting.  (Attached 
to this report as Appendix A) 
 
The Task Force has met twice this spring (March 17th and April 7th) to consider the feasibility of 
paid, enforced parking at the landings, including logistics and financial considerations.   
 
With respect to permitting, we have established that an on-line permitting service is available 
from the vendor of the Municipality’s existing fire (outdoor burning) permitting system.  The Task 
Force is in agreement that such a system would be preferable to the Association’s current 
system of (manual) permits because: 

(i) Permits would be available on demand 24 hours per day / 7 days per week, with fees 
commensurate with the length of use (similar to on-line parking facilities in most 
major cities).  The only physical infrastructure required to support such a service 
would be signage (signs already in place at the landings and parking areas would 
require minor modification) and cellular phone / internet service (readily available at 
the landings from the Taylor’s Bay Cell site.)  Permits could be ordered and paid for 
using any internet-connected device, such as a smart phone, tablet, or computer. 

(ii) Enforcement would be based similarly on a portable smart device containing an 
administrative application searchable by licence plate number, as opposed to 
observation of physical permit stickers. 

(iii) Permit fees would be commensurate the duration of use, which would better 
accommodate occasional users such as day-trippers, weekend or weekly guests. 
etc. 

(iv) Such a system would encourage compliance, and therefore increase revenues 
available for maintenance of infrastructure at the landings.  

 
Representatives of the WWKCA Executive have advised that their Association would not wish to 
continue in the parking business once an automated system of paid parking permits is up and 
running.  In the interim, however, the WWKCA has commenced selling their usual permits for 
the 2022 season, and have indicated their desire to help with the transition to the new system.   
 
The assumption is that the Municipality of Whitestone would assume responsibility for managing 
the automated permitting system, and would receive the revenues from the parking fees and 
from any fines collected through enforcement for violations of the parking regulations. 
 
Although the WWKCA through its existing [voluntary] permits receives only a portion 
(approximately $5,000. per year) of the potential revenue (approximately $15,000. per year) 
from parking at the landings, members of the Association Executive expressed concerns about 
the loss of this revenue, which they use to fund other obligations they currently discharge under 
their agreement with the Municipality.  These include: 

 Inspection and maintenance of the public docks at Bennett’s Bay and Indian Narrows - 
which includes detaching and removing them before freeze-up to prevent damage by 
ice, then reattaching them again after the spring freshet; 

 Inspection and maintenance of the safety boom at the WahWashKesh Dam - which is 
similarly opened each winter to avoid damage by ice, and reconnected each spring; 

 Maintenance and operation of the WahWashKesh HoboLink™ water level monitoring 
station; 
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 Annual water quality testing.  
 
The Municipality may therefore need to assume some financial responsibility for the above 
elements of the agreement when it is revised.  
 
The Task Force recognizes that the Municipality’s current By-Law 38-2016 “to regulate traffic 
and to govern and control the parking of vehicles within the Municipality of Whitestone” does not 
provide for permitted parking or enforcement of permitted parking.   The by-law would therefore 
need to be amended to allow for enforcement of paid parking and associated offences.  In 
addition, it would be necessary to recruit and equip additional [part-time] by-law enforcement 
officers to handle the additional enforcement workload.  
 
Finally, with the understanding that the proposed arrangements for the WahWashKesh landings 
might constitute a model for similar arrangements at other public landings in the Municipality, 
the Task Force reviewed a draft position paper prepared by the Chair that attempts to define the 
underlying policy elements.  (Attached to this report as Appendix B) 
              

Recommendations 

1) That Whitestone Council receive and consider the report of the WahWashKesh Landings 
Task Force and its recommendations. 

2) That Whitestone Council approve in principle the introduction of paid and enforced 
permit parking at the WahWashKesh landings, to be implemented as soon as practical. 

3) That amendments to By-Law 38-2016 to facilitate paid permit parking and enforcement 
thereof be prepared and brought forward for Council approval at a future meeting. 

 
4) That the WahWashKesh Landings Task Force develop an implementation plan for paid 

and enforced permit parking at the WahWashKesh landings in cooperation with the 
WahWashKesh Conservation Association and Municipal staff. 

 
5) That the WahWashKesh Landings Task Force negotiate a revised agreement with the  

WahWashKesh Conservation Association with respect to the WahWashKesh landings, 
following the WWKCA 2022 AGM, for ratification by Whitestone Council. 
 

Financial Implications 

 

The proposed system of paid, enforced permit parking should be revenue neutral, as parking 

fees collected would be expected to offset the operating associated with its operation and 

enforcement, as well as contributing to costs of maintaining the landings’ physical assets. 

 

George Comrie, Chair 

WahWashKesh Landings Task Force  
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QUICK  FACTS 
  

 The WahWashKesh public landings at Bennett’s Bay and Indian Narrows are 
major launch points for campers and out-trippers accessing the lower 
Magnetawan river and lakes.  

 Approximately 100 properties, including several camps / resorts, rely on these 
landings for access to their seasonal properties on WahWashKesh Lake.  These 
properties pre-date the Municipality, and will likely never have road access. 

 In the summer season, and especially on long weekends, parking at the landings 
has been insufficient relative to demand for many years. 

 Parking of vehicles and trailers occurs adjacent to each landing and along one 
side of Indian Narrow Road.  

 In 2012, the WahWashKesh Conservation Association (WWKCA) raised approx. 
$29,000. through sale of parking and docking permits to fund creation of a 
parking area at the intersection of WahWashKesh Road and lndian Narrows 
Road, for which they received a crown land use permit.   

 Sale of these permits has continued to the present day, but there is no 
enforcement, and compliance remains low. 

 In December, 2020 the Municipality was issued a revised crown land use permit 
covering an expanded parking area, and in 2021 Municipal Works staff and 
contractors commenced work on enlarging and improving the parking area.  

 The WWKCA has asked the Municipality to enable enforcement of permitted 
parking at the WahWashKesh landings. 

 An on-line permitting system for parking is available as a service from the 
supplier of Whitestone’s fire permitting system.  The cost of this service is 10% of 
parking fees collected (i.e., no up-front capital cost). 

 Seasonal (May 1st – October 31st), weekly (8 day), weekend (72 hours), and day 
(24 hour) permits would be available on-line 24/7/365 at appropriate price points 
using any internet-connected device. 

 The Municipality’s WahWashKesh Landings Task Force (WWKLTF) is 
recommending that this system be implemented and that paid parking be 
enforced at the WahWashKesh landings. 

 The Municipality’s parking by-law would need to be updated to enable 
enforcement of paid parking. 

 Additional [part-time] by-law enforcement personnel would need to be recruited 
to handle the additional seasonal enforcement workload.    

 The physical assets at the WahWashKesh landings would need to be included in 
the Municipality’s asset management plan.     
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Appendix A – Letter from WahWashKesh Conservation Association 

 

 

 

 

Page 109 of 159 



  Wah Wash Kesh Landings Task Force 
 
 

Report to Council Page 6 of 8 April 19, 2022 

 
 
 

  

Page 110 of 159 



  Wah Wash Kesh Landings Task Force 
 
 

Report to Council Page 7 of 8 April 19, 2022 

Appendix B – The Future of Public Landings in the Municipality of Whitestone 
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21 Church Street 
Dunchurch, Ontario P0A 1G0 

Phone:  705-389-2466   Fax: 705-389-1855 
 

www.whitestone.ca 
E-mail:  info@whitestone.ca 

MEMORANDUM 

To: Mayor and Council 

From: Michelle Hendry, CAO/Clerk 

Date: April 4, 2023 

Re: 2023 Council Meeting Schedule, proposed revisions 

The 2023 Council Meeting Schedule (approved November 15, 2022) provides for Regular, 
Open Session Council meetings but does not include a set schedule for Closed Session 
meetings.  These are currently scheduled as needed, as Special Council meetings. 

Working with Council members busy schedules and availability has proven to be a challenge 
when coordinating a date for Closed Session meetings. 

Staff recommend revising the 2023 Council Meeting Schedule by adding a pre-scheduled 
Closed Session meeting once per month (see attached proposed revised schedule).  This 
creates a pre-set date in the calendar for addressing Closed Session matters.  Closed Session 
meetings will continue to be Zoom / Video Conferencing meetings. 

Should additional or urgent meetings be required, these can be coordinated as needed. 

Additionally, at the March 21, 2023 Regular Meeting of Council, under Councillor Items, 
Councillor Nash requested the 2023 Council Meeting Schedule be placed on the next Council 
Agenda for discussion.  No further specific details are available in respect of the proposed 
discussion.   

 

Ꝿ 
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Proposed Schedule Changes 
 

 
 

Municipality of Whitestone 
              

DRAFT REVISED 2023 Schedule of  
Regular Council Meetings  

- Proposed changes highlighted 
 
 
MEETING    DATE     TIME 
 
Regular Council    Tuesday, January 10   4:00 p.m. 
Regular Council   Tuesday January 24   6:30 p.m. 
 
Regular Council   Tuesday, February 7   4:00 p.m. 
Regular Council   Tuesday February 21   6:30 p.m. 
 
Regular Council   Tuesday, March 7   4:00 p.m. 
Regular Council   Tuesday March 21   6:30p.m. 
 
Regular Council   Tuesday, April 4   6:30 p.m. 
Regular Council    Tuesday, April 18   6:30 p.m. 
 
Regular Council   Tuesday, May 2   6:30 p.m. 
Regular Closed Session Council  Tuesday, May 9   3:00 p.m. 
Regular Council    Tuesday, May 16   6:30 p.m. 
 
Regular Council   Tuesday, June 6   6:30 p.m. 
Regular Closed Session Council  Tuesday, June 13   3:00 p.m. 
Regular Council    Tuesday, June 20   6:30 p.m. 
 
Regular Council   Tuesday, July 4   6:30 p.m. 
Regular Closed Session Council  Tuesday, July 11   3:00 p.m. 
Regular Council    Tuesday, July 18   6:30 p.m. 
 
Regular Council   Tuesday, August 1   6:30 p.m.  
     (Ardbeg Community Club) 
Regular Closed Session Council  Tuesday, August 8   3:00 p.m. 
 
Regular Council   Tuesday, September 5  6:30 p.m. 
Regular Closed Session Council  Tuesday, September 12  3:00 p.m. 
Regular Council   Tuesday, September 19  6:30 p.m. 
 
Regular Council   Tuesday, October 3   6:30 p.m. 
Regular Closed Session Council  Tuesday, October 10   3:00 p.m. 
Regular Council    Tuesday, October 17   6:30 p.m. 
    
Regular Council   Tuesday, November 7  6:30 p.m. 
Regular Closed Session Council  Tuesday, November 14  3:00 p.m. 
Regular Council    Tuesday, November 21  6:30 p.m. 
 
Regular Council   Tuesday, December 12  6:30 p.m. 
Regular Closed Session Council Tuesday, December 19  3:00 p.m. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Council Meetings may be Virtual, held in person at the Dunchurch Community Centre or a 
combination of both options. Notification will be provided on the Council Meeting Agenda. 

The August 1, 2023 Meeting will be held at the Ardbeg Community Club. 
 

Special Meetings may be called from time to time and these will be advertised as per the 
Municipality of Whitestone Procedure By-Law No. 41-2012 as amended. 
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Registration Type Check Appropriate Fee 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Full Delegate Package
Includes all meals (2 breakfasts, 3 lunches, 4 breaks, 
Welcome Reception on Monday and Banquet on Tuesday), 
Trade Show, all sessions/workshops and a delegate kit. 

$400

 $440

 
 

 $180

$210

 $190

 $220

 $180

 $210

Extra Banquet Ticket 
Any banquet attendee can note special dietary requirements below: $145

 Total $ 

HST - 13% $

Final Total $

 

 

Connecting the North 
Hosted by the Town of Parry Sound

2023 FONOM Conference

One Day – Monday, May 8

Includes lunch, afternoon break and Welcome Reception, all
sessions on Monday, Trade Show and a delegate kit.

One Day – Tuesday, May 9
Includes breakfast, lunch, morning & afternoon breaks, all sessions/ 
workshops, Ministers’ Forum on Tuesday, Trade Show and a 
delegate kit.      Does NOT include Banquet ticket – order below. 

One Day – Wednesday, May 10 
Includes breakfast, lunch, morning break and a delegate kit. Also 
includes the FONOM Annual Business Meeting if you are a FONOM 
member and several sessions. 

Send payment and completed form
to: Town of Parry Sound
52 Seguin St, 
Parry Sound, On 
P2A 1B4

Inquiries: 
Navi Bhagla 
Administrative Assistant - Economic Development 
Tel: (705) 746-2101 ext (261) 
Email: nbhagla@parrysound.ca

(Payable to the Town of Parry Sound)

Please register by  April  7th  to  obtain  early  bird  rate. Your  sent  registration form  by this  deadline
will guarantee the lower price.  Payment must be received by the first day of the conference.
Cancellation Policy: Registration fees, less a $50 administration charge, are refundable only if written 
notification is received by Friday, April 7th. No refunds will be made after April 7th, 2023, however
substitutions may be made without financial penalty.

FONOM collects, uses and discloses the information requested to promote the interests of the municipal sector. It may also be shared with
selected third parties to generate operating revenues for FONOM. Under the Federal Personal Information Protection and Electronic 
Documents Act (PIPEDA) some of the information may constitute personal information. By filling out this form you agree that all personal 
information provided by you on the form may be collected, used and disclosed by FONOM for all purposes described above.

Name:

Title/Position:

Municipality or Organization:

Address:

Postal Code:  E-mail:

Tel:  Fax:  Cell:

May 8, 9 and 10, 2023 at the Charles W. Stockey Centre for the Performing Arts, 

2 Bay St, Parry Sound, Ontario

By April 7

After April 7

By April 7

After April 7

By April 7

After April 7

By April 7

After April 7 

Delegate Registration Form
(Please complete ONE FORM for each person attending)
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From: FONOM Office/ Bureau de FONOM
Bcc: michelle.hendry@whitestone.ca
Subject: DRAFT FONOM Conference Agenda - Six Weeks away
Date: March 27, 2023 7:56:12 AM

Good morning                                            Please share with your Council and Senior Management

There is a lot of interest in our Conference from our membership and the Municipal and provincial sectors. Our trade show has
blossomed to over 20 exhibitors,  Below is our DRAFT Conference Agenda.

Happy to answer any questions. 

2023 FONOM Conference Agenda (Draft March 27, 2023)

Yellow means Mac has questions

Time Activity  Location

Monday, May 8th, 2023

9:30 AM Biosphere Walking Tour (Pre Registration Required) Lobby
      registration link for the walking tour:    https://form.jotform.com/230813045803044

11:00 AM Conference Registration Opens Lobby
and Trade Show Begins

11:45 AM Lunch Main Hall
Sponsor: IESO

12:45 PM Official Opening
"O Canada" Main Hall
Danny Whalen, Deputy Mayor, Temiskaming Shores, FONOM President
Jamie McGarvey, Mayor, Town of Parry Sound
Greg Rickford, Minister of Northern Development and Indigenous Affairs

1:20 PM Georgian Bay Mnidoo Gamii Biosphere Presentation Main Hall

1:55:00 PM MPAC  

2:30:00 PM Refreshment Break Lobby
Sponsor: LAS

2:45:00 PM Main Hall

3:00 PM Minister George Pirie, Minister of Mining Main Hall

3:15 PM Minster Graydon Smith, Minister of Natural Resources Main Hall

3:30 PM Minister Caroline Mulorney, Minister of Transportation Main Hall

3:45 PM Minister Sylvia Jones, Deputy Premier - Minister of Health Main Hall 

4:00:00 PM Minister Victor Fedeli, Economic Development, Job Creation and Trade of Ontario Main Hall

4:20 PM Minister's Forum Main Hall

5:00:00 PM Welcome Reception Lobby
Hosted by intact

7:00:00 PM Trade Show Adjourns
Dinner on your Own
Please see your delegate bag for list of local restaurants
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Time Activity  Location

Tuesday, May 9th, 2023

7:30 AM Full Breakfast
Trade Show Opens and Registration Continues Lobby
Sponsor: _____________

8:45 AM intact Insurance Main Hall

9:15 AM Holly Parson - Homelessness, Addiction, and Mental Health in Northern Ontario, Revisited Main Hall

10:00 AM IESO   Main Hall

10:30 AM Refreshment 
Sponsor: _____________ Lobby

10:45 AM Update from the Ontario Northland Main Hall

11:15 AM Valerie Gideon , President of FedNor   Main Hall

12:00 PM Buffet Lunch Note, MPAC will hold a talk during Lunch on Stackhold Relations Lobby
Sponsor: MPAC

1:00 PM Catch n Release - impact on our communities and Path Forward Main Hall
Chief Stevenson

2:00 PM OPG - Fire Side Chat (Chairs) Main Hall

2:30 PM

3:00 PM Refreshment 
Sponsor: _____________ Lobby

3:15 TradeShow Adjourns

3:15 PM Speedier Project Main Hall

3:45 PM Minister Steven Clark, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing Main Hall

4:05 PM  ___________________   Main Hall

4:45 PM Sessions Adjourn Lobby

6:00 PM Pre Banquet Reception Lobby
Hosted by the City of Sudbury

Music:  ____________ Lobby
Sponsored by ______________________

7:00 PM Banquet and Program  Main Hall
Sponsored by Enbridge

9:30 PM Adjourn

Time Activity  Location

Wednesday, May 10th, 2023

7:30 AM Full Breakfast
Trade Show Opens and Registration Continues Lobby
Sponsor: _____________

8:30 AM FONOM Business Meeting Main Hall
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9:20 AM NOMA President, Wendy Landry Main Hall

9:25 AM AMO President, Colin Best Main Hall

9:45 AM AMO Director of Policy and Government Relations, Lindsay Jones Main Hall

10:00 AM Leader of the NDP, Marit Stiles Main Hall

10:20 AM Refreshment 
Sponsor: _____________ Lobby

 
10:50 AM Key Note Speaker Main Hall

Dan Trommatter

noon Box Lunch to take with you
Sponsor: __________________

Talk soon, Mac

Mac Bain
Executive Director 
The Federation of Northern Ontario Municipalities 
615 Hardy Street    North Bay, ON, P1B 8S2  
Ph. 705-498-9510

Thank you to the the 2023 Conference Sponsors being held in Parry Sound on May 8th-10th, 2023 
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CORRESPONDENCE 

Page 139 of 159 



Ministry of Natural Resources and 
Forestry 
Policy Division 

Director’s Office 
Crown Forests and Lands Policy Branch 
70 Foster Drive, 3rd Floor 
Sault Ste. Marie, ON P6A 6V5 

Ministère des Richesses naturelles et des 
Forêts 
Division de la politique 

Bureau du directeur 
Direction des politiques relatives aux forêts et 
aux terres de la Couronne 
70, rue Foster, 3e étage       
Sault Sainte Marie, ON P6A 6V5 

March 17, 2023 

Hello, 

We are writing to let you know that on March 16, 2023, the Ministry of Natural Resources 
and Forestry made an update to the proposal to make amendments to Ontario 
Regulation 161/17 under the Public Lands Act regarding the use of floating 
accommodations. 

The changes to the proposal are described in the updated proposal notice on Ontario’s 
Regulatory Registry and the Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) (ERO number 
019-6590), which was first published on February 24, 2023 and updated on March 16, 
2023. 

In the updated proposal, we are still proposing to amend Ontario Regulation 161/17 to 
clarify the structures or things that cannot be placed and used for overnight 
accommodation on water over public land.  

The following changes proposed in the original posting have been removed through the 
update:  

• reducing the number of days that a person can camp on water over public land
(per location, per calendar year) from 21 days to 7 days

• increasing the distance that a person camping on water must move their camping
unit to be occupying a different location from 100 metres to 1 kilometre

• adding a new condition to prohibit camping on water within 300 metres of a
developed shoreline, including any waterfront structure, dock, boathouse, erosion
control structure, altered shoreline, boat launch and/or fill

• harmonizing the conditions for camping on public land so that residents and non-
residents are required to follow the same conditions when camping on water over
public lands or on public lands

• specifying conditions for swim rafts, jumps, ramps for water sports, heat loops
and water intake pipes

• clarifying that camping on a road, trail, parking lot or boat launch is prohibited
• amending the regulation to add the following to the list of excluded public lands to

which section 21.1 of the Public Lands Act and Ontario Regulation 161/17 do not
apply:
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o lands subject to an agreement authorizing the use of those lands
o lands subject to an authorization under the Aggregate Resources Act.

We encourage you to review the updated proposal notice (ERO number 019-6590) and 
provide feedback through the ERO. The comment period for the proposal closes on 
April 11, 2023. 

Sincerely, 

Peter D. Henry, R.P.F. 
Director, Crown Forests and Lands Policy Branch 
Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry 

c: Pauline Desroches, Manager, Crown Lands Policy Section 
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CORPORATION OF THE TOWN OF ESSEX 
33 Talbot Street South, Essex, Ontario, N8M 1A8 

p: 519.776.7336   f: 519.776.8811  |  essex.ca 

Honourable Steve Clark 
Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
College Park 17th Floor, 777 Bay Street 
Toronto, ON M7A 2J3 

March 17, 2023 

RE: Tax Classification of Short-Term Rental Units 

At its Regular Council Meeting held on March 6, 2023, Councillor Hammond brought forward 
a Notice of Motion for Council’s consideration regarding the current tax classification of 
Short-Term Rental Units. In particular, Council discussed the implications of having Short-
Term Rental Units operate as a business within a residential community. Council noted that 
allowing Short-Term Rental Unit Operators to pay residential property taxes is inequitable to 
those business owners who must pay commercial property taxes, solely due to the location of 
their business. 

As a result of this discussion, Council passed the following resolution: 

R23-03-082 

Moved by: Councillor Hammond 
Seconded by: Councillor Matyi 

That Council direct Administration to send a letter to the Municipal Property Assessment 
Corporation (“MPAC”), the Ministry of Municipal Affairs, and any other relevant bodies, to 
investigate the tax classification of short-term rental units and consider taxing them as 
commercial as opposed to residential. 

Carried 

I trust you will find this satisfactory. If you have any questions or comments, please feel free to 

contact the undersigned. 

Yours truly, 

Shelley Brown 
Acting Clerk, Legal and Legislative Services 
sbrown@essex.ca 

c.c. Tracy Pringle, Municipal Property Assessment Corporation
Tracy.Pringle@mpac.ca
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Anthony Leardi, MPP 
Anthony.Leardi@pc.ola.org 

Mary Birch, Interim CAO 
mbirch@countyofessex.ca 

All Ontario Municipalities 
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Corporation of the Municipality of Calvin 
 
 
 

Regular Meeting of Council March 14, 2023 
 

 
 
 
Motion by: Councillor Moreton 
Seconded by: Councillor Grant 
 
WHEAREAS an announcement in the media was made that the English Public School Boards 
Association, the largest school association in the Province, is asking for the end of the 
moratorium on most pupil accommodation reviews; 
  
AND WHEREAS this announcement potentially threatens the future closure of schools in many 
single school municipalities; 
 
AND WHEREAS access to education and the presence of a school in a community is an essential 
service and has a direct link to the quality of life in a community; 
 
AND WHEREAS schools play a key role in improving services and quality of life in a community 
and are viewed as activity centres where children have access to education, health services, 
recreation and culture; 
 
AND WHEREAS schools are an important factor in the retention and attraction of residents in a 
community and is essential in order to resolve labour shortages and allow economic 
development and growth in small rural municipalities; 
 
AND WHEREAS demographics in many areas are currently shifting and changing quickly as we 
work on meeting the needs of many Ontario residents during a housing crisis; 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Council is requesting the provincial government 
through the Minister of Education to extend the moratorium on most pupil accommodation 
reviews in order to allow municipalities, townships, neighbourhoods and subdivisions the 
opportunity to prosper, develop and grow without being hindered by school closures due to 
low enrollments that could quickly change. 
  
FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED that this resolution be forwarded to Premier Doug Ford, MPP Victor 
Fedeli and all Ontario Municipalities.       Resolution Number: 2023: 054    Carried 
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Corporation of the Municipality of Calvin 
 
 
 

Regular Meeting of Council March 14, 2023 
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Executive Award 

Call for Nominations 

Nominations are now being accepted from municipalities and individuals in 

Northeastern Ontario for the FONOM Executive Award to be presented at the 

upcoming Virtual FONOM Conference, hosted by the Town of Parry Sound.

Following is a description of the purpose of the award and eligibility 

requirements.  

Purpose  

The purpose of this award is to honour an individual member of FONOM who has contributed 

in a special and meaningful way toward the enrichment and betterment of the lives of the 

residents of Northeastern Ontario and who has exerted tireless efforts over a period of years 

in promoting the objectives of FONOM regionally and provincially. 

Who is eligible? To qualify for the Executive Award, recipients must have served in an 

elected office in one of the municipalities within the FONOM membership district. 

When are the awards presented?  

The award is presented concurrent with the annual FONOM Conference. The recipient and their 

nominator will be notified in advance of the awards ceremony.  

When is the deadline for nominations?  

Any person or organization can nominate an individual by completing the following nomination 

form and sending the signed form to the address below, no later than April 7th, 2023.   
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Previous recipients of the FONOM Executive Award are: 
1997 Joe Mavrinac, Kirkland Lake 
1998 John Hodder, Manitoulin 
1999 Marcel Noel, West Nipissing 
2000 Fred Poulin, Smooth Rock Falls 
2001 Vic Power, City of Timmins 
2002 Austin Hunt, Manitoulin 
2003 Jim Gordon, Sudbury 
2004 Richard Adams, Parry Sound 
2005 Phyllis Floyd, Former Executive Director, Sudbury 
2006 Henry (Chick) Goertzen, Township of Laird 
2008 Ellwood McKinnon, Township of Johnson 
2009 George Farkouh, City of Elliot Lake 
2010 John Rowswell, Sault Ste. Marie 
2011 Michael “J.J.” Doody, Timmins 
2012 Frank Gillis, Espanola 
2013 Austin Hunt, Billings 
2014 Stephen Butland, Sault Ste. Marie 
2015 Vyrn Peterson, Blind River 
2016 Tom Laughren, Timmins 
2017  Alan Spacek, Kapuskasing 
2018 Jamie McGarvey, Parry Sound 
2019 Mac Bain, North Bay 
2020 Merrill Bond, Charlton and Dack 

Need more information?  

Further information and nomination forms may be obtained from: 

Federation of Northern Ontario Municipalities 

Mail: 
FONOM 

615 Hardy Street 

North Bay, Ontario   P1B 8S2 
Email: 
fonom.info@gmail.com

Nominations must be submitted by April 7th so please submit 
your nomination forms as soon as possible.  Thank you! 

2021    Georges Bilodeau, Huron Shores
2022    Lynn Watson, Macdonald, Meredith and Aberdeen Additional
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FONOM Executive Award Nomination Form 

Personal information on this form is collected under the Federal Personal Information Protection 
and Electronic Documents Act (PIPEDA). Some of the information may constitute personal 
information. By filling out this form you agree that all personal information provided by you on the 
form may be collected, used and disclosed by FONOM for purpose of determining eligibility and 
notifying recipients of the FONOM Executive Award. 

PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT CLEARLY AND COMPLETE IN FULL. 

Individual Being Nominated 

Title First Name Last Name 

Name of Organization Position 

Address 

City/Town Province Postal Code 

Telephone No. (9:00am – 
5:00pm) 

Fax No. Email Address 

Nomination Submitted By: 

Title First Name Last Name 

Name of Organization Position 

Address 

City/Town Province Postal Code 

Telephone No. (9:00am – 5:00pm) Fax No. Email Address 

Is nominee aware of this nomination   Yes    No 

Signature of Nominator Date 

In addition to completing the form, please see the following page for additional 
material to be included in your submission.  
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Please provide a brief description of your nominee’s activities and the 

contribution he or she has made. Please note that the selection of award 

recipients is based solely on information provided in the nomination package. 

It is therefore important that all materials in the package be complete.  

Please include the following in your submission: 

1. Description of achievement:

a) Describe the achievement in detail, including any background or historical

information related to the achievement.

b) Describe what made this an outstanding achievement for your nominee,

including any extraordinary circumstances or challenges the nominee faced.

c) Describe how this achievement has touched the lives of others or the life of the

person being nominated.

d) Indicate how long you have known the nominee.

e) Indicate the timeframe that this achievement took place.

2. Two Written Testimonials

Testimonials should be current and from persons who can attest to the value and 

impact of the achievements of the nominee.  

3. Additional Material (optional)

List any additional material provided to support this nomination. For example, 

additional testimonial letters, publications, media stories, etc.  

NOTE: Please do not send originals of important or official documents, as they will 

not be returned.  

Please submit signed nomination form and supporting materials to: 

Mail: 
FONOM 

615 Hardy Street 

North Bay, Ontario   P1B 8S2 
Email:   fonom.info@gmail.com 

DEADLINE Completed forms must be received by April 7th. 
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CORPORATION OF THE TOWN OF ESSEX 
33 Talbot Street South, Essex, Ontario, N8M 1A8 

p: 519.776.7336   f: 519.776.8811  |  essex.ca 

 

 

Honourabale Steve Clark 
Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
College Park 17th Floor, 777 Bay Street 
Toronto, ON M7A 2J3 

March 22, 2023 

RE: The Reinstatement of Legislation Permitting a Municipality to Retain Surplus Proceeds from 
Tax Sales 

Dear Honourable Steve Clark, 

At its Regular Council Meeting held on March 6, 2023, Mayor Bondy brought forward a Notice 
of Motion for Council’s consideration regarding the reinstatement of previous legislation 
permitting a municipality to retain surplus proceeds from tax sales. It was discussed that, prior 
to being repealed by the Modernizing Ontario’s Municipal Legislation Act, 2017, Section 
380(6) of the Municipal Act, 2001 allowed for a municipality to retain surplus proceeds from 
tax sales within their jurisdiction. It was further noted that the Public Tax Sale process is 
burdensome to a municipality who invest a considerable amount of time and money 
recovering these proceeds for the potential sole benefit of the Crown in Right of Ontario. 

As a result of this discussion, Council passed the following resolution: 

R23-03-081 
Moved by: Mayor Bondy 
Seconded by: Councillor Allard  

That Council direct Administration to send a letter to all relevant taxation bodies, including 
the Ministry of Municipal Affairs, the Ministry of Finance, Essex County Council, MPP Anthony 
Leardi, Association of the Municipalities of Ontario and all other municipalities in Ontario 
urging them to re-instate previous legislation that permitted a Municipality to apply for and 
retain the surplus proceeds from a tax sale in their jurisdiction. 

Carried 

I trust you will find this satisfactory. If you have any questions or comments, please feel free to 
contact the undersigned. 

Yours truly, 

 

Shelley Brown 
Acting Clerk 
sbrown@essex.ca 
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c.c. Honourable Peter Bethlenfalvy, Minister of Finance 
minister.fin@ontario.ca 

Mary Birch, Interim Chief Administrative Officer 
mbirch@countyofessex.ca 

Anthony Leardi, MPP 
anthony.leardi@pc.ola.org 

Association of Municipalities of Ontario (“AMO”) 
resolutions@amo.on.ca 

All other municipalities in Ontario 
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             Our Reference #: M-2023-2275 

March 24, 2023 

 
Dear Heads of Council, Municipal Chief Administrative Officers, and Clerks:   

 

I am pleased to write to you today to provide an update on modernization initiatives in 

Ontario’s Provincial Offences Act (POA) courts. 

 

On November 23, 2022, proposed amendments to the POA aimed at modernizing and 

streamlining processes in POA courts were introduced in the Ontario Legislature as Schedule 8 

under Bill 46, the Less Red Tape, Stronger Ontario Act, 2023. I am happy to advise that Bill 46 

received Royal Assent on March 22, 2023.  

 

As a result, the following changes to the POA have been approved:  

 

Implementation of Amendments to Allow for Clerk Review of Reopening Applications  

 

Currently, the POA allows a defendant convicted of either failing to respond to a charge laid by 

certificate of offence or of failing to appear for a hearing or early resolution meeting, to apply to 

have the conviction struck and the matter reopened. Such applications are currently reviewed by 

a justice of the peace and may be granted if the justice of the peace is satisfied that, through no 

fault of their own, the defendant was unable to appear for a hearing or an early resolution 

meeting or did not receive a notice or document relating to the offence. 

 

Effective September 22, 2023, clerks of the court will grant, but not deny, applications to strike a 

conviction on a ticket, if satisfied that the defendant, through no fault of their own, missed a 

notice or was unable to attend a meeting or hearing related to the ticket. If the clerk is not able to 

grant the application and strike the conviction, the clerk must forward the application to a justice 

of the peace to make the determination whether to grant or deny the request for a reopening. 

 

These amendments will assist municipalities in recovering from the disruption of court 

operations created by the pandemic by freeing up judicial time and allowing municipal court 

staff to address the backlog of cases more quickly. 

 

Repeal of the Bill 177 Early Resolution Reforms 

 

Effective March 22, 2023, amendments to section 5.1 of the POA, together with previously 

proposed sections 5.2 to 5.5 are repealed, although they had not yet come into force. These 

previously proposed amendments would have changed the “early resolution” process in ways 

that are no longer desired by stakeholders.  

 

…/2 

 
 
Attorney General 
McMurtry-Scott Building 
720 Bay Street 
11th Floor  
Toronto ON  M7A 2S9 
Tel:  416-326-4000 
Fax: 416-326-4007 
 

 
 
Procureur général 
Édifice McMurtry-Scott 
720, rue Bay  
11e étage 
Toronto ON  M7A 2S9 
Tél.:     416-326-4000 
Téléc.: 416-326-4007 
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The Ministry of the Attorney General looks forward to continuing engagement with partners and 

stakeholders on new opportunities for modernizing the early resolution process. 

 

If you have any questions, or if you would like more information about these initiatives, please 

contact Ms. Wendy Chen, Manager of the POA Unit, either by email at 

JUS.G.MAG.POASupport@ontario.ca or by telephone at (437) 244-8733. 

 

Thank you for your continued commitment to the administration of justice and for supporting 

access to justice services for all Ontarians. 

 

Sincerely,  

 
Doug Downey 

Attorney General 

 

c:  Wendy Chen, Manager, POA Unit, Court Services Division, Ministry of the Attorney General 
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Ministry for Seniors  
and Accessibility 
 
Minister 
 
College Park 
777 Bay Street 
5th Floor 
Toronto ON M7A 1S5 

Ministère des Services aux 
aînés et de l’Accessibilité 

Ministre 

College Park 
777, rue Bay 
5e étage 
Toronto (Ontario) M7A 1S5 

 

 

 
March 2023 
 
Dear Mayor, Reeve and Members of Council: 
 
I am writing to invite you to submit a nomination for the 2023 Ontario Senior of the Year 
Award.  
 
This award gives each municipality the opportunity to honour one of their outstanding 
local seniors for the contributions they’ve made to enrich the social, cultural, and civic 
life of their community.  
 
The deadline for nominations is April 30, 2023.  
 
For more information on how to submit a nomination online, please visit the Senior of 
the Year webpage. Once you submit a nomination, a personalized certificate with your 
nominee’s name will be sent to you. I encourage you to present it to your nominee in 
June in conjunction with Seniors Month.  
 
The Ontario government is always delighted to celebrate Seniors Month with 
municipalities across the province. Seniors have generously given their time, knowledge 
and expertise to help build this great province that we all enjoy today. It is important that 
we take the time to celebrate our older population and their valuable contributions.   
 
If you have any questions about the upcoming 2023 Ontario Senior of the Year Award,  
please contact Ontario Honours and Awards at OntarioHonoursAndAwards@ontario.ca.  
 
Thank you in advance for your support of local seniors and Seniors Month. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Raymond Cho  
Minister for Seniors and Accessibility 
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From: JohnandSue Green
To: mayor.comrie@whitestone.ca; councillor.bray@whitestone.ca; councillor.lamb@whitestone.ca;

councillor.nash@whitestone.ca; councillor.woods@whitestone.ca
Cc: "Michelle Hendry"
Subject: Request to adopt a bylaw.
Date: March 22, 2023 10:35:30 AM

Dear Mayor and Council.
My name is Sue Hicks-Green and I am reaching out to you all today because I have a concern
regarding our lack of a bylaw for cats.
Those of you who know me, know that I am an avid animal lover. However, my patience is
wearing thin with some owners of cats.
We have a great dog bylaw in this municipality but we have nothing to cover cats. Why?
I presently own 3 cats - 2 females and a male. All of my cats have been spayed or neutered
since they were only a few months old. They have also been heavily trained to not go near the
road and to never leave the property. Since they are indoor cats mostly, we do let them out
during the day for fresh air BUT we are watching them every minute they are out. They go out,
they play, they look around and they come back inside. Never have we had a problem with
them.
Now comes the problem.
My own cats are pretty much being held hostage in the house, unable to go out because of
other cats that are roaming around the farm here. We have numerous outbuildings, which
these stray cats keep checking out. They come to my windows, my patio doors, and it has my
cats very upset. Upset to the point I worry about what would happen if they were outside and
the strays show up. One thing I won't do is get in between cats that may get into a fight.
Right now I am contending with 2 cats that my neighbor owns. I have called our bylaw officer
over this and as he explained to me - we don't have a cat bylaw so there's nothing he can do
to help me. I understand that. He did however suggest I call around to the shelters,etc. Well, I
did. Not one shelter or rescue  could I find that would accept cats that are not spayed or
neutered. I'm sorry but I'm not about to pay for someone else's animal to be fixed.
I have contacted the neighbor on more than one occasion to tell them their cats are here and
all I hear is - Oh yes, they got out when I opened the door to let the dog out or to take the kids
in and out. ...
I'm sorry, I don't care how they got out -- I care about them staying at their own home. They
do not come and get their cats and therefore, here they sit - wandering around my property,
tormenting my cats and have even sprayed on my patio doors.
Enough is enough.
I implore you to please consider bringing in a cat bylaw. I know I can't be the only person
having this problem as I have had calls in the past about people seeing if I know who owns a
stray that has shown up at their places.
Since I live on a highway - I don't want to physically chase these cats away for fear they'll run
out onto the highway and get hit. That would devistate me.
So please, consider a bylaw for cats - not only to protect the residents of this municipality, but
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to protect the animals also.
Thank you for your time and consideration.
Sue Hicks- Green. 
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